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Free Keynote Highlights 2023 Annual Session

A free Keynote Address – “How to Stay Inspired When You Are So Darn Tired” – is sure to be a “don’t miss” event at the 2023 MDA Annual Session, May 3-6 at DeVos Place in downtown Grand Rapids. 

The Keynote Address takes place Thursday, May 4 from 3:30 until 4:30 p.m. and features the well-known speaker Christine Cashen. The program is open to all Annual Session attendees.

As Cashen says, “It can feel challenging to stay right-side-up when the world feels upside-down. These past few years have been stressful, but it’s time to take back your power. Take control of what you have the power to change!” She continues, “Shift your perspective, get energized, and lead by example.”

Participants will learn how to better handle worry, identify “energy gainers and drainers”, find levity in everyday situations, and get your “mojo” back. The course counts toward the Certified Dental Business Professional program in the communication category, for one credit. It’s great for every member of the dental team – dentists included.

The keynote is just one of more than 50 continuing dental education courses available at Annual Session for dentists, hygienists, assistants, and office personnel. Plus, the MDA Exhibit Hall – Michigan’s largest dental expo -- will be open Thursday, May 4 and Friday, May 5. 

There’s much more, too, at this year’s in-person Annual Session. For complete details, see the Annual Session Preview in the February MDA Journal, or visit annualsession.michigandental.org.  Affordable CE for you and your staff, plus great special events – it’s all yours at Annual Session -- see you there!

(NOTE TO EDITORS: CASHEN’S PHOTO AND THE 2023 ANNUAL SESSION LOGO ARE AVAILABLE BY CONTACTING DAVE FOE AT THE MDA; dfoe@michigandental.org)

ADA Institute for Diversity in Leadership Applications Due April 28


Applications are now being accepted for the 2023-24 class of the ADA Institute for Diversity in Leadership. Applications must be submitted by April 28. All expenses are covered for this program, in part through support from Crest + Oral-B and Henry Schein.

Since 2003, the Institute has admitted more than 285 dentists from diverse racial, ethnic, and gender backgrounds who have been traditionally underrepresented in leadership roles. The award-winning program is designed to strengthen leadership skills and build professional networks. As part of the program, participants attend three sessions at ADA headquarters in Chicago, learning from faculty from Duke University, and participate in 10 virtual sessions throughout the year. In addition, participants are required to develop and complete a new leadership project addressing a need in their community or dental association.

To apply, visit ada.org and search for “Institute for Diversity in Leadership.”


ADA Launches Specialty Licensure Map

 
The ADA Council on Dental Education and Licensure has announced the launch of a new Specialty Licensure Map, highlighting the requirements for dental specialty licensure/permit/designation in each state. 

The new map joins the Initial Licensure, Continuing Education and Renewal, and Licensure by Credentials maps as part of the Dental Licensure Dashboard, a collection of interactive maps on ADA.org that houses information related to the state licensure requirements spanning the lifecycle of a dentists’ career. 

The Dashboard is available at ADA.org/licensuremaps
Sparkling Smiles Event Returns at Annual Session

As part of your 2023 Annual Session experience, don’t miss the Michigan Dental Association Foundation’s 2023 Sparkling Smiles Celebration, taking place Wednesday evening, May 3 at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel.

Join your colleagues to celebrate the Foundation’s grant, scholarship, and partnership programs – and the extraordinary donors and volunteers who make it all happen. The event is open to all interested Annual Session attendees to introduce them to the Foundation and hear stories from people who help and have been the beneficiaries of Foundation activities around the state.

It’s sure to be an event to remember -- to take part, RSVP to foundation@michigandental.org, or call 800-589-2632 and ask for the MDA Foundation. If you’re unable to attend and would like to make a contribution to improve dental health or honor Foundation donors, visit the MDA Foundation website at foundation.michigandental.org to donate.

Is Your Find-A-Dentist Profile Up to Date?

The MDA’s Find-A-Dentist feature on the MDA public-facing website smilemichigan.com receives more than 4,000 visitors each month. And with all those visitors, it’s important that your profile on the Find-A-Dentist feature is up to date. Is yours? 

Note that profiles that feature photos, email addresses, website links, and other key details appear higher on the page when patients are searching for a dentist. For example, profiles with photos receive 11 times more clicks compared to the profiles without photos. 

Maximize the value of this free marketing channel by updating your profile at www.ada.org/updatenow.

MDA Student Debt Resource Center Helps You Manage Loans and Debt

The MDA’s online Student Debt Resource Center is designed to help dental students and new graduates understand and manage loans and debt. You can find it at michigandental.org/Student-Debt.

The Center includes: 

· Information on understanding the basics of student loans.

· Information on financial assistance available from dental schools and MDA-endorsed companies.

· A listing of scholarship opportunities and loan repayment programs.

· Impact stories from MDA members sharing their experiences.

The Center was developed by a workgroup of MDA members tasked with developing a resource to support members as they navigate student loans and build their careers.
Dental Contract Resources Available

Questions about dental contracts are among the most-asked questions from MDA members. Here are two resources that may be of assistance to you and your staff:

The MDA Guide to Dental Contracts is a free resource containing what you need to know about dental benefit plans, with a helpful FAQ section and glossary of dental plan terminology. You can order it at the MDA Web Store at store.michigandental.org.

The ADA Contract Analysis Service helps you make informed decisions before you sign a contract with a dental benefit plan. To learn more about this helpful, important service, email the MDA’s Kesha Dixon at kdixon@michgandental.org.

(EDITORS: FOR A PHOTO OF DIXON, CONTACT DAVE FOE; dfoe@michigandental.org)

COVER Program Can Help During Absences

The MDA’s Colleagues Offering Varied Emergency Relief (COVER) Program is a members-only service providing dentists with a statewide list of colleagues who have expressed interest in providing temporary coverage while they are away from the office.

If you are in need of a locum tenens dentist to cover your practice, visit michigandental.org/cover for more details on this MDA service. The website includes a locum tenens practice page with a helpful FAQ.

If you are interested in serving as a locum tenens dentist and participating in the COVER program, contact Angie Kanazeh, MDA director of membership, at akanazeh@michigandental.org, or call 517-346-9415. 

NEWS FROM MDA INSURANCE AND MDA SERVICES

Be a VIP at TDSC – Save About 7% More on Dental Supplies

Controlling the cost of your dental supplies purchases can make a significant improvement to a practice’s bottom line, and buying from the MDA-endorsed TDSC.com can produce significant savings. Members of the MDA are eligible to shop at the site’s Very Important Practice (VIP) price tier, which is the lowest price tier available on the site. Get VIP pricing with your ADA number and make a purchase at TDSC.com. Once you make a purchase, you’ll receive notices about special promotions to help you save even more. 
Adding TDSC.com to your supply vendor mix will help you recoup your MDA member dues quickly! Start saving now at TDSC.com!
Popular Dental Risk Management Seminar Returns to MDA Annual Session

The Professional Protector Plan (PPP) Control, Protocol and Risk Management Seminar will be held from 8  a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,  Thursday, May 4, at the MDA Annual Session in DeVos Place in Grand Rapids. 
Register early (Course #3), as this popular seminar sells out annually. The course fee is $90, but PPP-insured dentists will receive a refund after they attend. They will also get a 10% discount on their professional liability premium for three years by attending. Register online at https://annualsession.michigandental.org/schedule/.

Get Ready for Medicare by Attending Educational Webinar

If you or a loved one is turning 65 soon, consider attending the MDA Insurance Medicare Basics webinar. This insightful webinar explains how and when to enroll in Medicare, and examines the choices you will be confronted with. Importantly, it highlights the financial penalties you may have to pay for the rest of your life if you fail to enroll properly and on a timely basis. 
Webinar dates are:

· Wed., Feb. 22, 3–5:30 p.m.

· Friday, March 31, 1–3:30 p.m.

· Friday, May 5 (during Annual Session), 9–11:30 a.m.

· Friday, June 28, 9–11:30 a.m.

· Friday, Aug. 25, 1–3:30 p.m.

To save your virtual seat, contact Steve Fulger at 877-906-9924, ext. 450, or email him at steve@mdaifg.com. Registration is limited to 100 people.

Inflation Affecting Auto, Home Insurance Premiums

Prepare to see higher auto and homeowners premiums this year, as inflation drives up the cost of labor, repairs, parts and building materials. Jeni Drummond, personal lines manager at MDA Insurance, suggests reviewing the replacement value limit on your homeowners policy and consider increasing it to have the best chance of being able to rebuild your home if disaster strikes. 
If you’d like assistance with auto and home insurance, contact the MDA Insurance personal lines department at personal-lines@mdaifg.com ,or call 800-860-2272 and ask for a personal lines agent. 

