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2023 MDA Dues Contest Underway – Win Free Membership for 2024, Other Prizes; Renew by Dec. 31

MDA/ADA/local society dues statements for 2023 have now been mailed – and when you renew your membership by the end of this year you’ll automatically be entered into a drawing and be eligible to win some great prizes.

This year the MDA is again offering a very special grand prize – one lucky winner will receive his or her ADA, MDA, and local society dues for 2024 paid for by the MDA! Be sure to renew your membership by 
Dec. 31, 2022, in order to qualify. 

You can also qualify for a contest offering free MDA and local society dues for 2024 by signing up for auto-renewal using automatic bank account withdrawal. When you participate in auto-renew you’ll help the MDA avoid credit card fees and reduce time and expense spent processing individual dues payments. See your dues statement for more information.

Other dues contest prizes include:

--$250 cash, courtesy of MDA Insurance.

--An e-copy of the Staff Matters Human Resource System (a $149 value).

--A $100 certificate good toward any MDA continuing education course.

--MDA Services apparel.

Contest winners will be selected by random drawing in early 2023.

Michigan Diverse Dental Alliance Website Launched

The Michigan Diverse Dental Alliance has launched a new website to increase awareness and interest in dental careers among diverse students across Michigan – it’s online now at www.MIDiverseDentalAlliance.org. 

The Michigan Diverse Dental Alliance consists of the MDA, the American Association of Women Dentists, the Hispanic Dental Association, the Society of American Indian Dentists, the Student National Dental Association, and the Wolverine Dental Society, with input from with Michigan’s two dental schools and other stakeholders. The new website includes videos, personal perspectives from dentists, resources for dental careers, Michigan-specific resources, links to diverse dental organizations, and more. 

Nominations Sought for MDA For-Profit Affiliate Board
MDA Insurance & Financial Group Inc., an affiliate of the Michigan Dental Association, is taking nominations from members of the association to serve on its Board of Directors. 

MDA Insurance & Financial Group exists to provide insurance products, practice management resources, and dental supplies through its marketing divisions, MDA Insurance and MDA Services. The company’s bylaws state that the affairs of the corporation shall be managed by a board of not less than seven nor more than 13 directors. The term of office is for one year, beginning on May 5, 2023, and until their successors have been elected, unless sooner displaced. A director may serve more than one term, but must stand for election each year. Board members are required to attend four or five full-day meetings per year. Board members are not required to serve on committees, but many do.

Applications are due by Feb. 1, 2023. Detailed information on the duties and responsibilities of a director and how to apply is available at michigandental.org/leadership-central.

New Look Coming for MDA CE on the Web

Starting in December, the MDA will unveil a revised CE section of the MDA website with the theme, “MDA 360: Continuing Education Built Around You.” The new format will make it easier than ever to find the type of CE course that meets your needs, or those of your staff.

You’ll be able to customize your CE program by searching for upcoming one-day seminars, live webinars, on-demand courses, or courses that are specifically required by the state for relicensure. You’ll also see complete information about CE rules, how to keep track of your CE credits, and more. 

Watch for the exciting changes coming in December. Visit michigandental.org/CE-Courses.

(MDA 360 LOGO)

MDA Nominating Committee Continues to Seek Leaders for Next Year
The MDA House of Delegates Nominating Committee continues to seek candi​dates for a variety of MDA Board, officer, and leadership positions to take of​fice in 2023 and serve during the 2023-24 administrative year.

The Nominating Committee is chaired by the MDA im​mediate past president. This year’s chair is Dr. Mike Maihofer, of Roseville. The committee is comprised of 12 members selected from each of the MDA regions. 

The House of Delegates elects all members of the MDA Board of Trustees, MDA officer positions, and ADA dele​gates and alternate delegates. The MDA House will receive recommendations from the Nominating Committee and then cast votes at the 2022 Annual Session in Grand Rapids.

Open positions for 2023 include:

· MDA president-elect.

· MDA secretary/treasurer.

· MDA editor.

· MDA speaker of the house.

· Three MDA trustee positions (three-year terms).

· ADA 9th District Delegation (at least three delegate and twelve alternate positions).

In the case where a sitting trustee whose term has not yet ended is elected to an officer position, there may be an additional trustee position of less than three years to be filled. 
Interested candidates for any of these positions should apply to the Nominating Committee prior to Jan. 1, 2023. The Nominat​ing Committee will subsequently present a list of candidates to the House. Detailed information about the candidate submission process, including descriptions of each position’s term and duties, also appears on the MDA web​site at michigandental.org in the Leadership Central section. For questions about the nomination process, contact Michelle Nichols-Cruz at mcruz@michigandental.org or at 517-346-9414.

NEWS FROM MDA INSURANCE AND MDA SERVICES
Employee Retention Tax Credit Available

Your practice may be eligible to receive an employee retention tax credit of up to $26,000 per employee. In general, practices closed due to a COVID-19-related mandate, or that experienced decreased revenues, a supply chain disruption or a COVID-19 event, may be able to claim the ERTC. It is available to businesses that received forgiven Paycheck Protection Program loans, in some cases. 
The MDA endorses Dental Business Specialists, part of the DBS Companies, to assist members in filing for the ERTC. For assistance, submit the form at mdaprograms.com/erc/ or call DBS at 800-327-2377.

Open Enrollment Underway

Open enrollment for the MDA Health Plan is now underway, and the time to purchase individual health plans and Medicare Advantage plans starts soon. Open enrollment is when people can select a different health care plan for 2023, and add other eligible family members to their plans if permitted. 
Please review and note the following open enrollment periods:

• MDA Health Plan: Begins Oct. 15 and concludes Nov. 30.

• Individual Health Insurance: Begins Nov. 1 and ends Dec. 15, for Jan. 1 effective date. The last day to enroll in an individual health plan for 2023 is Jan. 15, 2023.

• Medicare Open Enrollment: Begins Oct. 15 and ends Dec. 7.
Contact MDA Insurance at 877-906-9924 or visit mdaprograms.com for help with health insurance and benefit from the concierge service your association-owned insurance agency provides.

Is Your Workers’ Compensation Premium Competitive?

Can you reduce your workers’ compensation insurance premium for 2023? Let MDA Insurance quote your workers’ compensation policy to find out. MDA endorsed carrier Frankenmuth Insurance Co. has reduced rates for six years in a row. You may have opportunities for savings, despite higher payroll costs. Contact commins@mdaifg.com or complete a quote request form online at mdaprograms.com/buy-now/.

Save an Extra 25% on Dental Supplies with Special Code

MDA members who purchase dental supplies from The Dentists Supply Company, or TDSC.com, can take 25% off their first order if it is $300 or more, making savings on the site even richer. Simply apply coupon code Welcome25 at check-out, and the discount will be applied to your qualifying order. When you create your TDSC.com account, use your organized dentistry membership number to receive the new VIP prices, which are on average 7% lower than the site’s already competitive prices. 
TDSC.com is endorsed by the MDA to provide savings on the supplies and small equipment brands you trust. Shipping is free on orders over $99. Most orders are processed the same day they’re placed and in-stock products arrive in one or two days. 

