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Annual Session Coming to Novi April 27-30
Registration is now open for this year’s MDA Annual Session, coming to Novi’s Suburban Collection Showplace April 27-30. You can discover all the speaker, course, and social event details at 
annualsession.michigandental.org.

This will be the MDA’s first “in person” Annual Session since 2019, so don’t miss it!
The MDA Annual Session is Michigan’s largest CE and dental exposition event, with courses and activities for every member of the dental team. This year’s CE lineup includes more than 50 courses and speakers. 
The 2021 Annual Session keynote speaker will be the well-known Sarita Maybin, presenting her program, “If You Can’t Say Something Nice, What Do You Say? Practical Solutions for Working Together Better.” This free session is designed for all members of the dental team and will take place on Thursday, April 28 at 3:30 p.m., with one CE credit.
The MDA Exhibit Hall returns in 2022 as well. A special dentists-only Exhibit Hall hour will take place Friday, April 29 from 7:30 until 8:30 a.m. Regular exhibit hours will be 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. Thursday, April 28 and Friday, April 29, with no exhibits on Wednesday or Saturday.
A pre-session day will take place on Wednesday, April 27, from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. featuring memory expert Paul Mellor and his program, “Brushing Up on Your Memory.” This special return visit by Mellor to the MDA Annual Session is part of a Leadership Track of courses designed for all members of the dental team.

Special events include the “Presidents’ Party” Friday night, April 29, honoring the past three MDA presidents – Dr. Margaret Gingrich, Dr. Steve Meraw, and Dr. Mike Maihofer. All Annual Session attendees are invited to attend. Other events include alumni luncheons for Detroit Mercy Dental and the University of Michigan School of Dentistry; the MDA Foundation’s Recipient Thank You Reception on Wednesday, April 27, ACD/ICD/Pierre Fauchard events; and a welcome reception in the Exhibit Hall on Thursday, April 28. 

Dr. Frank Spear heads the 2022 educational tracks, with his program, “Interdisciplinary Treatment Planning in Patients with Complex Dental Problems Involving Esthetics and Function,” on Friday, April 29. The education courses include a leadership track, new dentist track, table clinics, as well as courses for Certified Dental Business Professional candidates, and more.
Make your plans now for this year’s MDA Annual Session. It’s going to be great!
MDA Student Debt Resource Center Launched

The MDA has launched a new Student Debt Resource Center to assist dental students and recent graduates understand and manage loans and debt. 

You can find it at michigandental.org/Student-Debt.

The Center includes: 

--Information on understanding the basics of student loans.

--Information on financial assistance available from dental schools and MDA-endorsed companies.

--A listing of scholarship opportunities and loan repayment programs.

--Impact stories from MDA members sharing their experiences.

In December 2020, the MDA convened a workgroup of members to discuss how the MDA could support members as they navigate student loans and build their careers. 

“Student debt is a challenging issue that most dentists and nearly all dental students face,” said Dr. Gabe Holdwick, of Harbor Beach, a member of the workgroup. “One key takeaway from the workgroup was the need for a centralized information center that dental students and dentists could rely on to learn about financial planning with student loans.”

If you would like to share your impact story or have suggestions to improve the Student Loan Resource Center, contact the MDA’s Neema Katibai, manager of government and insurance affairs, at nkatibai@michigandental.org. 

Updated Staff Compensation Report Available

Results from the 2021 MDA Dental Staff Compensation have been compiled and are now available to MDA-member dentists only. The report is not available to dental staff.

The survey was conducted last year. The results will give you an idea what colleagues are providing to their employees in terms of compensation in various areas of the state.

There is no charge to obtain this report. Order it at the MDA Store at store.michigandental.org, or email the MDA membership staff at membership@michigandental.org.

Searching for Jobs, Searching for Candidates Is Easy on the MDA Job Board
Whether you’re looking for a position or seeking an associate, a hygienist, assistant, or office manager, check out the MDA Job Board located at jobs.michigandental.org.

Searching for jobs or searching candidate profiles is free on the MDA Job Board. If you’re looking for a job, creating a profile is also free. If you’re a job-seeker, you’re encouraged to create a robust profile with plenty of information -- there’s no charge and no word limits.

Rates to post a job begin at $49 for a dental team ad or $149 for a dentist ad. Ads may also be posted for three months at a 10% discount.

Questions? Contact Jackie Hammond on the MDA staff at jhammond@michigandental.org or call 517-346-9419. 

Look to the MDA Job Board -- the best place to find the best!

MDA Membership Continues Strong

At the end of 2021 the MDA counted 5,996 Michigan dentists as members, according to the latest membership figures released by the ADA, and a market share of 76.2% of all active licensed dentists in Michigan.

The membership numbers for Michigan were higher than all but a handful of states, none of them as large in terms of total membership as the MDA.

Nationally, the ADA counted a total of 160,859 dentists as members, with a 59% market share of active licensed dentists.

LARA Switches to e-Copies of Dental Licenses

The Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs has announced that licensees (including dentists) renewing in 2022 will no longer automatically receive a paper copy of their license. Instead, licensees will receive an electronic copy of their licenses via email as soon as a license is issued or renewed. Licensees will be able to choose if they prefer to have a copy of their license mailed to them as well. LARA estimates the change will save up to 300,000 pieces of paper year.

Sparkling Smiles Celebration Returns at Annual Session

As part of your 2022 Annual Session experience, join the Michigan Dental Association Foundation for the 2022  Sparkling Smiles Celebration, taking place Wednesday, April 27 from 6 until 9 p.m. at the Platinum Ballroom in Novi’s Suburban Collection Showplace.

Join your colleagues to celebrate the Foundation’s grant, scholarship, and partnership programs – and the extraordinary donors and volunteers who make it all happen. The event is open to all interested Annual Session attendees to introduce them to the Foundation and hear stories from people who help and have been the beneficiaries of Foundation activities around the state.

It’s sure to be an event to remember -- to take part, RSVP to foundation@michigandental.org, or call 800-589-2632 and ask for the MDA Foundation. If you’re unable to attend and would like to make a contribution to improve dental health or honor Foundation donors, visit the MDA Foundation website at foundation.michigandental.org to donate.

NEWS FROM MDA INSURANCE AND MDA SERVICES
Professional Liability Risk Management Course Coming at Annual Session
MDA Insurance is the only agency in Michigan that represents the Professional Protector (PPP) program, which has offered professional liability insurance to dentists nationwide since 1969. The friendly and knowledgeable MDA Insurance staff will work with you to build a policy that covers your unique risks and provides education to help you manage your malpractice risk. 
And here’s a tip: Register now for the PPP risk management course at MDA Annual Session. It’s Course #3, on Thursday, April 28, from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Learn how to mitigate risk using examples from the real-life experiences of your colleagues who have experienced exposures. This seminar is appropriate for the entire dental team, and PPP insureds will receive a refund of the registration fee after completing the course and get a 10% discount on their professional liability premium for three years for attending.

If you’re not insured by the PPP, MDA Insurance recommends getting a quote before your policy renews. Contact MDA Insurance by emailing commins@mdaifg.com or call 800-860-2272.

Five Tips to Get the Most Out of Your Health Insurance in 2022

Getting the most out of your health care plan is important to every subscriber. Here are the top five tips to help you maximize your plan in the new year:

Tip #1: Get preventative care and exams without charge. Affordable Care Act-compliant plans provide free mammograms, colonoscopies, prostate exams and other preventive care, free of charge without a deductible. Be sure you take advantage of these services!

Tip #2: Stay in network. Choose health care providers that are in your plan’s network, so your co-insurance is minimized.

Tip #3: Request a prescription for 90 days for maintenance drugs. Typically, you’ll pay only two co-pays for a three-month supply rather than filling a prescription each month and having three co-pays.

Tip #4: Download the applicable subscriber app. Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Priority Health both have subscriber apps, where you can access your insurance card, check your claims, deductibles, find discounted products and services and more.

Tip #5: Schedule needed procedures early in the year. Meeting your plan’s individual or family deductible early in the year means fewer out-of-pocket dollars expended the rest of the year for health care needs. Get those elective or postponed surgeries done early if you have the option.

MDA Insurance offers the full range of insurance coverage for you, your family and employees. Call 877-906-9924 for more information.

Need Financing for Your Practice? Look No Further

The MDA endorses Bank of America Practice Solutions to help members finance commercial real estate/start-ups, practice purchases, remodels, and expansions, as well as equipment and furnishings. This special arm of Bank of America is dedicated to working with health care professionals. 
For practice start-up and first-time practice purchases, reach out to Jeff Cormell at 614-949-4496. If you’re acquiring a practice, call Nick Rulli at 614-381-8888. Visit bankofamerica.com/practice solutions for more information.Call 877-739-3952 to learn more. 

Get Real-time, Automated Claim Verifications 
Cloud-based iCoreVerify dramatically reduces insurance claim denials with automated insurance verifications up to seven days in advance of the patient visit. iCoreVerify also accesses more than 2,100 insurance databases to report patients’ remaining benefits and insurance coverage. Your staff can clearly communicate coverage, cost, and next steps to the patient at the time of the appointment.
MDA members receive a 40% discount on iCoreVerify subscriptions, including unlimited verifications and insurance checks. Book a demo at land.icoreconnect.com/Mi37 or call 888-810-7706.
Six Medicare Webinars Slated for 2022

Medicare and health care options are vital parts of pre-retirement planning. Take this opportunity to significantly expand your understanding of Medicare and your Supplemental Coverage Options, at a live webinar presented by the MDA Insurance Medicare advisory team. You can receive two free CE credits by attending. You’ll want to understand the enrollment process at least three months before your 65th birthday. 
Choose from these 2022 webinar dates and times:
Friday, Feb. 25, 9–11:30 a.m.

Wed., March 30, 1–3:30 p.m.

April 28, 9–11:30 a.m. at Annual Session (in-person program)
Wed., May 18, 1-3:30 p.m.

Wed., July 27, 2:30–5 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 9, 1-3:30 p.m.

All webinars will take place via Zoom, except for the in-person Annual Session program. A link to the meeting will be emailed after you register. To register or for more information: Email Lisa Sillman at lsillman@mdaifg.com or call her at 877-906-9924, ext. 450.

