2021 MDA Annual Session to Go Virtual; Dates, Fees, Times, and Speakers to Remain the Same
The 2021 MDA Annual Session will be held virtually rather than in person, due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and meeting restrictions. The MDA Board of Trustees made the decision at its February 19 meeting. 
The MDA had made plans to hold the meeting in person in downtown Lansing, but at the same time made plans to hold the meeting as an online event.
The virtual meeting will take place as scheduled on April 22-24, and all courses, speakers, dates, and course times will remain the same, just as if the meeting were being held in person. Attendees will receive “in person” CE credits for attending the live CE sessions. All courses will run either one or two hours in length.
Current and future registrants for the meeting will receive complete instructions on how to access the meeting virtually. If you have already registered for Annual Session, your courses and fees will be transferred to the virtual event. If you prefer not to attend virtually, please contact the MDA’s Jody Marquardt for a full refund.
Members and staff who sign up for either the Annual Session course package or for individual courses will also be able to access recorded webinars of each course for 60 days following Annual Session, as permitted by each speaker. CE credits earned by viewing the recorded sessions will count in the online CE category.
Michigan’s largest dental CE meeting
The MDA Annual Session remains Michigan’s largest CE event, with courses and activities for every member of the dental team. This year’s CE lineup includes 30 speakers and over 50 courses. A Leadership Forum Track has been added, which offers courses in communication skills, ethical considerations for leaders, diversity, equity and inclusion topics. 
The 2021 Annual Session keynote speaker will be Jeff Havens, speaking on “Us vs. Them,” a program on generational leadership. This free session is open to all members of the dental team and will take place on Thursday, April 22 at 3:30 p.m., with one CE credit.
Virtual exhibits with show specials will be available during the live Annual Session. Some are expected to be available for 60 days following the meeting, depending on individual exhibitors. Table Clinics will not take place this year.
Speakers at this year’s meeting include Jeff Havens, Dr. Lauren Johnson, Dr. Sanjay Chand, Dr. Tom Lambert, Dr. Michael Zuroff, Dr. Patrick Houlihan, Dr. Peter Auster, Dr. Francisco Ramos-Gomez, Dr. Seena Patel, Dr. Andre Mickel, and many others. MDA speakers include Dr. Vince Benivegna speaking on “The Opioid Epidemic” and Dr. Chris Smiley on “Understanding CDT Codes.” Dr. Todd Christy, Dr. Deb Peters, and MDA CEO/Executive Director Karen Burgess will conduct leadership sessions, part of a special Leadership Forum taking place during Annual Session. Brandy Ryan, MDA director of human resources, will present a human resources update on “The Hottest HR Topics of 2021.” 
In-person meeting not feasible
MDA Annual Session Chair Dr. Dan Edwards, of Ann Arbor, said the decision to move to a virtual meeting was prompted by several factors.
“While we had hoped to hold this year’s meeting in person in downtown Lansing, it became clear that doing so would not be possible,” Edwards said. “There remains a high rate of COVID infection in our state, many citizens have not yet been vaccinated, and many others wouldn’t feel comfortable attending an in-person meeting. In addition, continuing restrictions on the size of meetings such as ours make it unfeasible to hold an in-person meeting for the number of attendees we would normally welcome.”
For complete Annual Session information and updates, visit annualsession.michigandental.org.
