
Minutes of the Michigan Dental Association 1 
Dental PAC Board of Governors/Committee on Government and Insurance Affairs Joint 2 

Meeting 3 
November 6, 2020 – 9:00 a.m. 4 

Zoom 5 
 6 
Attended 7 
James Cantwil, DDS, chair 8 
Elizabeth Ralstrom, DDS, vice chair 9 
Charles Palumbo, DDS, treasurer 10 
Kerry Kaysserian, DDS, member 11 
Thomas Goodsell, DDS, member 12 
Naila Farooq, DDS, member 13 
Sherill Behnke, DDS, member 14 
William Metz, DDS, member 15 
Todd Christy, DDS, member 16 
Riley Schaff, DDS, member 17 
Saranna Berger, DDS, member 18 
Hassan Yehia, DDS, member 19 
Brian Rathke, DDS, member 20 
Connie Verhagen, DDS, MS, CGIA member 21 
Gabe Holdwick, DDS, CGIA member 22 
Sarah Tomaka, DDS, CGIA member 23 
Irene Tseng, DDS, CGIA member 24 
Jason Mashni, DDS, CGIA member 25 
Debra Peters, DDS, CGIA member 26 
Michael Maihofer, DDS, guest 27 
Danny Miller, DDS, guest 28 
Bill Sullivan, JD, MDA vice president of advocacy and professional relations 29 
Josh Kluzak, MDA manager of government and insurance affairs 30 
April Stopczynski, MDA manager of access and prevention 31 
Kesha Dixon, MDA government and insurance affairs/access assistant 32 
Peter Ruddell, JD, guest 33 
Lynn Aronoff, guest 34 
Don Winn, MDA director of finance (for a portion) 35 
 36 
Absent 37 
Michelle Dzuirgot, DDS, member 38 
 39 
Note: This meeting was held in conjunction with the MDA Committee on Governmental 40 
and Insurance Affairs. 41 
 42 
Dental PAC Board call to order and roll call 43 
Dr. Cantwil called the meeting to order at 9:04 a.m. 44 
 45 
Donation guidelines for 2021 46 
The Board reviewed the current donation guidelines: 47 



 The MDA staff is authorized to determine and distribute any donation of $500 or 48 
less. 49 

 The MDA staff must get the authorization of the PAC Chair for any donation over 50 
$500. 51 

 The MDA staff is authorized to make contributions of up to $20,000 for each 52 
majority caucus in the state legislature and up to $10,000 for each minority 53 
caucus in the state legislature. 54 

 MDA PAC funds should be distributed as follows: 55 
o Up to $60,000 to caucuses 56 
o Up to $80,000 to individuals 57 

 58 
The Dental PAC Board of Governors agreed to maintain the same donation guidelines 59 
in 2021 and passed the following resolution: 60 
 61 
Resolved, that the MDA PAC Board approves donation guidelines for 2021 as follows:  62 

 The MDA staff is authorized to determine and distribute any donation of $500 or 63 
less. 64 

 The MDA staff must get the authorization of the PAC chair for any donation over 65 
$500. 66 

 The MDA staff is authorized to make contributions of up to $20,000 for each 67 
majority caucus in the state legislature and up to $10,000 for each minority 68 
caucus in the state legislature. 69 

 MDA PAC funds should be distributed as follows: 70 
o Up to $60,000 to caucuses 71 
o Up to $80,000 to individuals 72 

 73 
Review of donations made in 2020 74 
The PAC Board was provided a list of all the individual and caucus donations made in 75 
2020. 76 
 77 
Dental PAC 2021 dues statement optional contribution  78 
Currently, the MDA Dental PAC has an optional contribution line on the MDA dues 79 
statement. The optional contribution is $65. Since the creation of the MDA Dental PAC, 80 
it has been almost entirely funded by contributions from members’ dues statements.  81 
 82 
In 2017, the PAC Board of Governors voted to increase the MDA Dental PAC optional 83 
contribution from $60 to $65, which went into effect on the 2019 dues statement.  84 
 85 
In addition, ADPAC has an optional contribution on the dues statement of $50. In 2018, 86 
the ADPAC requested states increase the amount to $100, but the MDA PAC decided 87 
at the time to keep the amount at $50. The ADPAC informed the MDA that if members 88 
donate at the $50 level, they will still be considered members of ADPAC.  89 
 90 
The PAC Board decided to keep the 2022 MDA Dental PAC optional contribution at $65 91 
and discussed raising the ADPAC optional contribution. The Board considered $100 for 92 
the ADPAC contribution but decided against $100 for two reasons. First, due to the 93 
uncertain economic circumstances brought on by COVID-19 the Board felt $100 was 94 
too high. Second, the Board was concerned that raising the ADPAC amount to $100 95 



would deter members from donating to MDA Dental PAC. Therefore, the Board 96 
recommended increasing the ADPAC optional contribution to $65. 97 
 98 
In addition, the PAC Board requested that the MDA revise the annual dues statement 99 
tax insert to refer to contributions as “commitments.” 100 
 101 
Resolved, that the Dental PAC Board of Governors requests that Dental PAC dues be 102 
stated as a $65 optional contribution and that ADPAC dues be stated as a $65 optional 103 
contribution on the 2022 MDA dues statement.  104 
 105 
MDA PAC audit 106 
In the past, the MDA Dental PAC has been reviewed annually and audited every three 107 
years by the MDA auditing firm. An audit costs twice as much as a review. In 2019, the 108 
MDA Director of Finance informed the PAC Board that the PAC account is not complex 109 
enough to justify the cost of an audit every three years. In addition, the PAC account is 110 
required to report to the state of Michigan on quarterly basis, which adds a layer of 111 
transparency and prevents wrongdoings or mistakes. Therefore, in 2019, the PAC Board 112 
decided to have the PAC account reviewed instead of audited, and asked to revisit 113 
the issue in 2020.  114 
 115 
This year, MDA Director of Finance Don Winn recommended to the PAC Board that 116 
because of the reasoning previously stated, that the PAC account be reviewed every 117 
year and only audited on an as-needed basis. If the PAC Board or MDA staff 118 
determines that there is reason for an audit, then the PAC Board can convene and 119 
make the decision to audit.  120 
 121 
The PAC Board agreed with this recommendation and decided that the PAC account 122 
should be reviewed annually and audited on an as needed basis. 123 
 124 
Board member donation guidelines 125 
Currently, the MDA Board of Trustees and the MDA Foundation Board have both set 126 
fundraising goals for their board members. The MDA Board of Trustees has a self-127 
imposed collective goal of annually donating $20,000 to the MDA Foundation. The MDA 128 
Foundation Board asks their board members to donate $1,000 annually, or, for those 129 
unable to donate $1,000, obtain support from others at the amount of at least $5,000. 130 
 131 
The PAC Board discussed if they should self-impose a similar goal for donations to the 132 
PAC. Due to the current economic uncertainties, the PAC Board chose not to impose 133 
guidelines this year and decided to revisit the issue next year. The PAC Board also 134 
requested additional information, including the annual aggregate of Board member 135 
donations over the past few years and what guidelines similar PAC Boards have. 136 
 137 
PAC Competition 138 
The 2020 MDA PAC competition was cancelled due to COVID-19. Although the 2021 139 
MDA House of Delegates will be held virtually, the PAC Board decided that it is 140 
important to resume the PAC Competition in 2021. MDA staff will adapt the competition 141 
to a virtual format.  142 
 143 



Joint CGIA/PAC informational items 144 
Committee on Access to Care 145 
The CGIA and PAC Board received updates on a fluoridated water debate in 146 
Marysville, MI, access to hospital dentistry, and the Donated Dental Services 147 
program. 148 
 149 
Legislative and insurance update 150 
The CGIA and PAC Board received updates on the 2020 election, the current 151 
status of Emergency Orders related to COVID-19, the administrative rule-making 152 
process, and House Bill 5446, the bill adding new dental specialties to state law.  153 

 154 
Adjournment 155 
Dr. Cantwil adjourned the Dental PAC meeting at 11:08 a.m. 156 


