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November 19, 2020 
 
 
 
The Hon. Gretchen Whitmer 
Governor of Michigan 
111 S. Capitol Ave. 
P.O. Box 30013 
Lansing, MI  48909 
 
Dear Governor Whitmer, 
 
The Michigan Dental Association (MDA) represents over 5900 dentists statewide. On behalf of the MDA, I would like to 
thank you for your efforts during the COVID-19 crisis.  The situation our state is facing is unprecedented and we appreciate 
your hard work. 
 
While most of the recent news regarding COVID-19 is bad, there is some good news in the development of vaccines that 
may be available in the near future.  I write you today to request that dental providers be among the first group to receive 
the new vaccine. 
 
As you know, dentistry is an essential health service that people need.  When dental care is not available, serious problems 
arise and many times people will seek out care in hospital emergency rooms.  Hospitals do not have the capacity to deal 
with this and it is not a wise use of healthcare resources. 
 
In addition, dentists and their teams have gone to great lengths to minimize the risks of COVID-19 transmission in dental 
offices.  However, in spite of these precautions, there is still significant risk to dental providers.   
 
For these reasons, the MDA is requesting that when vaccines are available, that dentists and their dental teams receive the 
highest priority to be vaccinated. 
  
Recently, the National Academies of Science, Engineering and Medicine (NASEM) shared its framework of a phased 
approach for equitable allocation of a vaccine.  The framework prioritizes healthcare workers (including dentists, 
hygienists and assistants) and first responders in Phase 1a, followed by people with comorbid and underlying conditions at 
significantly higher risk of mortality and severe morbidity in Phase 1b.   
 
The MDA, as well as the American Dental Association, support the recommendations from NASEM.  As frontline workers, 
dental providers should be vaccinated so that they can continue to provide essential care to the citizens of Michigan.  Our 
hope is that when the state develops its distribution system for vaccines, that dental providers are in the top tier. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration and if you have any questions please contact Bill Sullivan, Vice President of 
Advocacy and Professional Relations at 517-346-9405. 
 

 
 
Steve Meraw, DDS 
President 
Michigan Dental Association 


