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1                            Lansing, Michigan
2                            Sunday, May 17, 2020
3                            11:30 a.m.
4                R E C O R D
5          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Good morning, ladies and 
6 gentlemen.  Welcome to the second session of the 2020 
7 Michigan Dental Association House of Delegates.  The 
8 House is now called to order.  
9          I'd like to remind you how I plan to use the 

10 Zoom controls to ask questions and for points of 
11 information and order.  
12          The Q&A function down at the bottom.  
13          The Q&A button will only be used for points 
14 of information or parliamentary inquiries.  
15          The raise hand function.  
16          Please use the raise hand function feature if 
17 you would like to ask a question, make a comment or 
18 testify on a resolution.  When I call on you to speak, 
19 staff will move you to a presenter so that your 
20 audio/video becomes active.  You will see it pop up 
21 where you will agree to accept this change.  Once 
22 you've asked your question, you will be moved back to 
23 an attendee.  
24          The chat function.  
25          The chat function has been turned off so that 
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1 your e-mail is where one was sent to you specifically 
2 for your specific login that has your name.  Please 
3 make sure to check your e-mail.  I know that the MDA 
4 team is reaching out to make sure that we have those 
5 to you.  We know you received them.  You just have to 
6 click on the right one.  Thank you.  
7          All right.  For the individual who is signed 
8 in under the phone with the last four digits of 3997, 
9 would you please use your Zoom to go through and 

10 update your name so we know who you are in case you 
11 are coming to a microphone, but we need to know who 
12 all of our attendees are as well as part of your House 
13 of Delegates.  Thank you.  
14          I see one other challenge on here as well for 
15 Dr. Seth Dawson.  We have two individuals signed under 
16 that name as well.  So that one needs to get corrected 
17 too please.  
18          So, also what we need to watch is we are down 
19 to five under Oakland who are all signed in under the 
20 same account.  Check your e-mail.  I'm sure you're 
21 feverishly doing that.  Appreciate that.  I'm just 
22 waiting for a text here when we have these cleared up.  
23          Also, the individual signed in under Galaxy 
24 A50, please update that as well with your name.  As 
25 per our request, we want to make sure everyone is 
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1 all questions and comments can be made through the 
2 chair.  
3          Voting.  Delegates, if you have not yet 
4 logged into the Vvoter website for voting, please do 
5 so now as we will be taking a vote soon to establish 
6 the quorum.  
7          I will ask the House for a moment here 
8 because we do have a challenge going on with Zoom.  We 
9 have an individual that inadvertently had shared their 

10 Zoom login and we're getting that corrected.  I'm just 
11 waiting for the MDA team as they are working through 
12 that because we have one person signed in seven times.  
13 We know it's not the same person.  So, if you would 
14 stand at ease, I'm waiting for our team to help them 
15 through that so we can clear those off and get the 
16 correct Zoom logins for those because we do have our 
17 quorum vote, and it is for one delegation to get that 
18 corrected.  So I would ask that you stand at ease 
19 while we get the technical difficulties of that taken 
20 care of, and I will wait to hear from the MDA team 
21 when we have that.  Thank you.  
22          I note while we are waiting, I will state for 
23 the members of the Oakland County delegation, please 
24 check your link from the MDA for today's session and 
25 not the group e-mail that came out.  In your notes or 
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1 named so we know who you are.  

2          We have a raised hand, Michelle, if we could 

3 bring that person up please.  Yes please.  Says 

4 delegate Galaxy A50, but I don't believe that's who it 

5 is.  If you want to go ahead and switch to unmute.  

6          DR. RALSTROM:  Yeah, hi, it's Curt Ralstrom.  

7          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Okay, Curt.  Thank you very 

8 much.  I will make sure there is no other galaxy, 

9 you're in your own.  I've got you there for a Galaxy 

10 A50.  

11          DR. RALSTROM:  Thank you.  

12          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  I believe we have 

13 everything for Oakland District taken care of.  

14          I'm still looking out for the login for 

15 Seth Dawson.  I have two Seth Dawsons logged in.  All 

16 right.  We've got our answer there.  Thank you, 

17 Dr. Dawson, for letting us know that.  We'll wait 

18 until we have Dr. O'Laughlin in there.  

19          I appreciate the House's consideration in 

20 standing at ease here while we get this taken care of 

21 to make our House run more smooth later.  

22          Dr. O'Laughlin, you want to go ahead and log 

23 out?  We're getting that sent to you.  I think they 

24 are working on it.  Every individual was sent a 

25 specific for their name login information.  I think 
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1 we'll have these all taken care of.  Thank you to the 
2 MDA team for helping us.  I'm hoping everyone else 
3 that's been sitting here this whole time are making 
4 sure they are signed into Vvoter so we are ready to 
5 take our vote here.  
6          I see nothing in the Q&A, so that's good.  
7 I'm just waiting for Dr. O'Laughlin to come back in.  
8          Team members, we want to move Dr. Ralstrom 
9 back to being an attendee.  I know we're working to 

10 get our other delegate all set.  I see Dr. Stilwill is 
11 signed in twice as well.  
12          We're getting the answer with where to send 
13 that to.  Terrific.  I know there's phone conversation 
14 going on with Dr. Peters here assisting me in the 
15 other room helping to get these taken care of as well 
16 as your MDA team.  
17          Okay.  You can see who our next one is.  It's 
18 still there.  We have one other challenge they are 
19 working on that I can hear about right.  I hope they 
20 are getting Dr. O'Laughlin all set in.  Yes, we can 
21 move our attendee.   
22          To Ms. Nichols-Cruz, if we can get an idea 
23 where we are with this please so I know.  
24          MS. NICHOLS-CRUZ:  I'm still working with 
25 Oakland District.  
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1 but please make sure to note that and go to that after 
2 the House is complete today.  Thank you.  
3          I know we have the connection is out there.  
4 We're just getting signed in.  Don't worry, we're 
5 waiting for everybody.  I thought I checked those 
6 through.  We now have two, Dr. Brian Mulders.  
7          I really do appreciate your consideration to 
8 this point.  I know we are 18 minutes from our 
9 starting point and we do have technical difficulties.  

10 Terrific.  Thank you for the information and the 
11 feedback.  Waiting for my official all clear here and 
12 we'll begin.  I still see two Dr. Brian Mulders.  Am I 
13 anticipating they are trying to get that corrected as 
14 well and finding the correct login for the other 
15 dentist or the other delegate there?  Thank you.  
16          All right.  We have one other.  I know we've 
17 been working on all the other problems there.  Would 
18 the individual that has CJMDDS19 if you could update 
19 your name so we know who you are as well.  Thank you.  
20          We still have the two Seth Dawsons.  I 
21 appreciate those who got signed in early, got this 
22 checked through.  I know we had that snafu there.  
23 We're going to work through this.  We're almost there.                 
24 All right.  
25          To MDA staff, is there anything else we're 
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1          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Okay.  Thank you.  To 
2 April, if we could, do you think we could try and run 
3 that video that we were trying to run earlier today 
4 while we're here in the meantime or no?  
5          MS. STOPCZYNSKI:  It's going to have a 
6 significant delay.  
7          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Then we won't do that.  So 
8 actually, while we're waiting, I'll make this 
9 announcement, folks.  We have gone through and 

10 Dr. Gehani's message to you has been loaded to the 
11 House of Delegate's website.  I would not queue into 
12 the website right now.  Wait, we're going to have this 
13 taken care of and then get started, but I would 
14 strongly, strongly encourage you all to go to the MDA 
15 website and watch the video presentations that are 
16 there.  We had that all listed yesterday, as well as 
17 the in memoriam report is there too.  All that 
18 information is there for you.  Please take time to do 
19 that when you're completed with the work of the House 
20 today if you haven't done that already.  The team put 
21 those altogether to provide those messages that we 
22 typically would have had in our House of Delegates, 
23 but we had to go, based on where we're at today, we 
24 had to provide those separately to allow the work of 
25 the House to get done with the technical difficulties, 
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1 working on right now that I am not seeing on the 
2 screen?  
3          MS. NICHOLS-CRUZ:  That's it.  
4          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Michelle.  I 
5 appreciate all your work getting that taken care of, 
6 and to everyone on the team.  
7          Delegates, we will now take a vote to 
8 determine a quorum.  If you have any issues with your 
9 voting not working, cannot locate your voter ID or the 

10 link to join the voting session, please make a note of 
11 your issue in the Q&A and staff will provide you with 
12 the information needed.  We will make sure everyone is 
13 ready before I call for the vote.  
14          Delegates, once you see the quorum slide on 
15 the Zoom screen, go to Vvoter and click the radio 
16 button for present.  You will receive notification 
17 that your vote was received and confirmation of the 
18 choice you selected.  Voting will be open for 45 
19 seconds.  
20          (Voting.)  
21          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please close the voting.  A 
22 quorum is present.  
23          I would like to remind each member of the 
24 House to speak slowly, and clearly state your name and 
25 component each time you speak to assist with the 
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1 recording of the House proceedings.  Your audio and 
2 video will be activated once you are recognized.  
3          It is also helpful to state if you speak for 
4 or against a resolution.  This assists the Speaker and 
5 provides clarity for the assembly by clearly stating 
6 if you are moving to amend a motion.  
7          At this time would Dr. Saranna Berger please 
8 announce the quorum?  
9          Dr. Berger is the chair of the Committee on 

10 Credentials Rules and Order with Doctors Matthew Logan 
11 and Christopher Jones serving as members.  
12          DR. BERGER:  Mr. Speaker, a quorum is 
13 present.  
14          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  All of the 
15 officer positions were elected on Saturday.  We will 
16 now vote for the trustee positions.  
17          We will now vote for the open trustee 
18 positions.  There are three trustee positions open for 
19 a three-year term.  
20          The MDA Bylaws state that a majority vote of 
21 delegates casting a legal ballot is required to elect.  
22 Candidates must receive a vote of 51 percent or more 
23 of those delegates present and voting to be elected.  
24          A list of each candidate and their number is 
25 projected on the screen.  Please do not vote until 
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1 switch over to video.  For testimony, audio will be 
2 sufficient for that.  I just want you to know that.  
3          One other part I will make a mention of while 
4 waiting for the vote to come in, if you see, there was 
5 one signed in, Dr. Curt Ralstrom is signed in under a 
6 panelist.  He should be under attendees, however, they 
7 are not able to make that switch, so Dr. Ralstrom has 
8 been told if he is going to a microphone and would 
9 like to speak that he will notify us of that.  He is 

10 not considered a panelist, but right now they are not 
11 able to switch him.  I just want to let the House know 
12 that as well.  
13          All right.  Doctors Melanie Mayberry, 
14 William Patchak and Lauryne Vanderhoof have been 
15 elected MDA trustees for a three-year term.  The name 
16 of Dr. Christine Mason will be placed on the ballot 
17 for a one-year term.  
18          We will now vote for the three open one-year 
19 trustee positions.  As I instructed you yesterday, it 
20 is my intention to take this vote by general consent.  
21 If any member of the House objects to this method of 
22 balloting, they should raise their hand and when 
23 recognized state, "I object".  No explanation is 
24 needed.  The House will then proceed to capturing the 
25 votes in the usual manner by voting three times for 
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1 instructed.  

2          The order of the names on the ballot was 

3 determined by random draw by Dr. Stephen Meraw, member 

4 of the Election Commission.  

5          We'll take the vote here next.  Please go to 

6 Vvoter now and enter the number of the first candidate 

7 you would like to vote for now.  

8          (Voting.)

9          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please enter your second 

10 selection now.  

11          (Voting.)

12          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please enter your third 

13 selection now.  

14          (Voting.)

15          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  We are now done voting.  

16 When the results are available, I will announce the 

17 results and they will be shown on the screen in 

18 alphabetical order.  Please stand at ease as the vote 

19 is tabulated.  

20          While we are waiting, I will make one 

21 announcement.  I know I said earlier when we switch 

22 you over later on when we go through and people are 

23 coming to make a motion or they have raised their 

24 hand, we will go through and recommend just switch and 

25 we'll have you give your audio.  We don't need to 
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1 the open trustee positions.  All candidates receiving 
2 at least a majority vote will be elected.  
3          If there is no objection, a unanimous ballot 
4 will be cast for the names of Dr. Cheri Newman, 
5 Dr. Bob Richards and Dr. Christine Mason to be elected 
6 to the one-year term of the Michigan Dental 
7 Association.  Their position will be determined by 
8 drawing of straws.  
9          Seeing none, you have approved.  

10          We are now done voting for the trustee 
11 positions.  
12          We will now vote for the ADA delegate and 
13 alternate positions.  
14          The MDA has budgeted for 26 ADA delegation 
15 positions:  18 delegates and 8 alternates.  
16          According to the Bylaws, officers of the 
17 Association are required to serve as delegates and 
18 trustees have the option to serve as delegates.  The 
19 Nominating Committee contacted all trustee candidates 
20 and, if elected, all agreed to serve as ADA delegates.  
21 The officers and trustees will comprise 15 of the 18 
22 delegate positions.  Therefore, the House of Delegates 
23 will elect three delegates and eight alternate 
24 positions from the list of candidates.  
25          Please note that four of the candidates for 
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1 the ADA delegation are also a candidate for trustee, 
2 and if elected as trustee earlier have been removed 
3 from the ballot as they are automatically on the 
4 delegation.  
5          Please remove the names of Dr. Christine 
6 Mason, Dr. Melanie Mayberry, Dr. William Patchak and 
7 Dr. Lauryne Vanderhoof from the ADA delegation 
8 candidate list that was e-mailed to you last evening.  
9          As I instructed the House at its meeting 

10 yesterday, I will move forward with the votes to 
11 establish the three ADA delegates and then bring a 
12 motion for a unanimous ballot for remaining candidates 
13 to seat them as alternate delegates with their 
14 position in the delegation determined by a draw of 
15 straws.  
16          We will now vote for the three delegate 
17 positions on the delegation.  The first three elected 
18 with the highest votes over 51 percent will serve as 
19 delegates.  If less than three achieve the 51 percent 
20 threshold, I will hold additional votes until the 
21 three positions are filled.  I will initially be 
22 taking three votes.  
23          A list of each candidate is projected on the 
24 screens.  I recommend you use the candidate checklist 
25 that was included in the delegate voting pack to check 
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1          We will now proceed to take two more votes to 
2 determine the other two delegates.  
3          Please go to Vvoter.  Make sure you cross out 
4 Dr. Johnston's name please.  Please go to Vvoter and 
5 enter the number of the first candidate you would like 
6 to vote for now.  
7          (Voting.)
8          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please enter your second 
9 selection now.  

10          (Voting.)
11          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  The voting is now closed.  
12 When the results are available, I will announce the 
13 results and they will be shown on the screen in 
14 alphabetical order.  
15          No candidate from the last vote received over 
16 51 percent, so we will go through and vote two more 
17 times to determine that.  Let's go ahead and reset 
18 that screen for me please.  
19          Please enter the number for your first 
20 delegate and vote now.  
21          (Voting.)
22          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please enter your second 
23 selection now.  
24          (Voting.)
25          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please close the voting.  
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1 off those you have voted for so you do not 
2 accidentally vote for the same candidate more than 
3 once.  
4          Please go to Vvoter and enter the number of 
5 the first candidate you would like to vote for now.  
6          (Voting.)
7          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please enter your second 
8 selection now.  
9          (Voting.)

10          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please enter your third 
11 selection now.  
12          (Voting.)
13          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  We will close the voting.  
14 When the results are available, I will announce the 
15 results and it will be shown on the screen in 
16 alphabetical order.  
17          As we're waiting, I will let the House know 
18 that actually for this position I misspoke when I had 
19 that in my comments earlier.  The position of the 
20 delegates is determined based on the results of the 
21 vote.  The only one that we will draw straws for would 
22 be for those as alternates for their positions in the 
23 delegation.  Thank you.   
24          From the first ballot we took, you have 
25 elected Dr. Mark Johnston as ADA delegate.  
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1 When the results are available, I will announce them 
2 and they will be shown on the screen in alphabetical 
3 order.  
4          You have not elected another member for the 
5 delegation.  
6          I see we do have Dr. Marvin Sonne.  We can 
7 move him over if he has a question, but I will be 
8 presenting the next steps for what we will be doing.  
9 I see Dr. Sonne is off there.  

10          Would Dr. Kaysserian like to speak?  
11          DR. KAYSSERIAN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  We 
12 need to increase the number of votes cast in each 
13 round to get to 51 percent.  
14          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Dr. Kaysserian, I 
15 appreciate that.  We were in process of pulling 
16 everything up for the next step.  I will go through 
17 and read it and if you need to come back and ask a 
18 question, I will go through that.  It took me a moment 
19 to pull the Bylaws up.  Thank you.  
20          All right.  So, I'm going to go through and 
21 read what our Bylaws state and explain the process of 
22 where we'll go next.  We had two votes where we did 
23 not have a delegate elected.  We'll move next to what 
24 we call sequential elimination.  I will read this and 
25 if there are any questions, I'll be happy to answer 
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1 those.  
2          "Sequential eliminations shall be used in the 
3 election for officer, trustee and delegate and 
4 alternate positions to the American Dental Association 
5 positions.  In the event an insufficient number of 
6 candidates receive the majority vote of delegates 
7 casting a legal ballot on the first or any subsequent 
8 ballot, the candidate receiving the least number of 
9 votes shall be eliminated from the next ballot, and 

10 the remaining candidates shall be voted upon until a 
11 sufficient number of candidates receive the majority 
12 vote of delegates casting a legal ballot.  If on 
13 balloting, more than a sufficient number of candidates 
14 receive a majority vote of delegates casting a legal 
15 ballot, those receiving the highest numbers of votes 
16 shall be elected."  
17          So, what we'll do is from our last vote, and 
18 you'll need to give me just a moment here, I need to 
19 work with our voting technologies, so the individual 
20 who received the lowest amount of votes will be moved 
21 to the list for being alternate delegates.  The 
22 remaining ones that had the higher votes will all be 
23 in the next ballot and we'll take two votes from that 
24 list.  
25          If we need to take subsequent votes following 
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1          (Voting.)
2          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please enter your second 
3 selection now.  
4          (Voting.)
5          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Voting is now closed.  When 
6 the results are available, I will announce them and it 
7 will be shown on the screen in alphabetical order.  
8          You have elected Dr. Gabriel Holdwick to the 
9 delegation.  

10          We will move to the next vote.  The screen is 
11 being prepared right now.  
12          For this, we will be taking one vote.  
13          Please enter your selection now.  
14          (Voting.)
15          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  The voting is now closed.  
16 When the result is available, I will announce it and 
17 it will be shown on the screen in alphabetical order.  
18          You have not elected.  We will move to vote 
19 again.  
20          Please enter your selection now.  
21          (Voting.)
22          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Voting is now closed.  When 
23 the results are available, I will announce them.  
24          You have not elected.  We will move to 
25 another vote.  
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1 that, we'll follow that same procedure and the lowest 
2 vote getter from those subsequent votes will be 
3 removed from the list, so you will be voting on the 
4 ones that receive the highest.  Are there any 
5 questions?  
6          All right.  Seeing none, the House will stand 
7 at ease as I speak with our governance manager as well 
8 as for the voting technologies so those screens can be 
9 prepared for you.  Thank you.  

10          All right.  So the screen is being prepared.  
11 We will project it for you now.  You will see the list 
12 of those candidates for ADA delegation projected for 
13 you.  We will be taking two votes.  
14          Please enter your first selection now.  
15          (Voting.)
16          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please enter your second 
17 selection now.  
18          (Voting.)
19          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  The voting is now closed.  
20 When the results are available, I will announce them 
21 and they will be shown on the screen in alphabetical 
22 order.  
23          For that vote, no one achieved the required 
24 vote, so we will vote again.  
25          Please enter your first selection now.  
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1          Please enter your selection now.  

2          (Voting.)

3          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Voting is closed.  When the 

4 results are available, I will announce them.  

5          You have not elected.  

6          The vote is ready.  Let's see that on the 

7 screen.  Please enter your selection now.  

8          (Voting.)

9          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Voting is now closed.  When 

10 the result is available, I will announce.  

11          You have elected Dr. John Kamar as ADA 

12 delegate.  So overall, you have elected Doctors Mark 

13 Johnston, Gabriel Holdwick and John Kamar as your ADA 

14 delegates.  

15          Now that you have elected your delegates, we 

16 will move forward with the remaining candidates for 

17 delegation.  As I instructed you yesterday, it is my 

18 intention to take this vote by general consent.  If 

19 any member of the House objects to this method of 

20 balloting, then they should raise their hand and when 

21 recognized state, "I object".  No explanation is 

22 needed.  The House will then proceed to capturing the 

23 votes in the usual manner by voting six times for the 

24 alternate positions.  All candidates receiving at 

25 least a majority vote will be elected.  If there is no 
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1 objection, a unanimous ballot will be cast for the 
2 remaining names to be elected as alternate delegates 
3 to the ADA.  Their positions have been determined 
4 based on your previous votes.
5          Seeing none, you have approved.  We are now 
6 done voting.  We will now project the ADA delegation 
7 on the screen with your three delegates and the 
8 alternate delegates in alphabetical order, but we 
9 won't have their position in the delegation noted 

10 going forward. 
11          I want to once again thank the members of the 
12 Nominating Committee for their service to the MDA and 
13 for presenting such a qualified slate of candidates to 
14 the House of Delegates.  
15          Additionally, I would like to thank the 
16 members of the Election Commission for their diligent 
17 service in preparation and completion of this year's 
18 elections.  
19          The officers and members of the Board of 
20 Trustees, the MDA past president, ADA council members 
21 and MDA committee chairs are members of the House of 
22 Delegates without vote unless duly elected as 
23 delegates by their respective component societies.  
24 All members of the House of Delegates, voting and 
25 nonvoting, have the right to make a motion, amend a 
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1 used to debate without proper recognition and any 
2 attempt to do so will not allowed.  This is not the 
3 function to be used for members to answer questions 
4 that they may hear raised.  Those responses, unless 
5 requested by the chair, must come from the raise hand 
6 position button in the form of debate.  
7          Proper decorum must be maintained at all 
8 times.  Personal professionalism is paramount and this 
9 assembly won't tolerate unprofessional behavior or 

10 comments in the House of Delegates.  Guests are often 
11 present as well.  
12          In addition, I remind you of MDA policy on 
13 anti-trust, the House of Delegates Ethical Statement.  
14 These policies were provided to the House of Delegates 
15 in a Delegate Digest.  
16          I would like to remind each member of the 
17 House to speak slowly and clearly state your name and 
18 component each time you speak to assist with the 
19 recording of the House proceedings.  Your audio and 
20 video, as we talked earlier, your audio will be 
21 activated once you are recognized.  
22          It is also helpful to state if you speak for 
23 or against a resolution.  This assists the Speaker and 
24 provides clarity for the assembly by clearly stating 
25 if you are moving to amend a motion.  The reference 
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1 motion and make points of order or a parliamentary 
2 inquiry.  All others, including alternate delegates, 
3 are observers of the House proceedings and are not 
4 allowed to participate.  However, all members are 
5 welcome to participate in the reference committee 
6 hearing that took place.  
7          We will now proceed with the report of the 
8 reference committee.  
9          It is the duty of the presiding officer to 

10 assist members in exercising their rights and 
11 privileges.  
12          Whenever a member of the House believes that 
13 procedure is not being followed correctly, the member 
14 may bring this to the attention of the chair by 
15 raising to a point of order by entering their point of 
16 order through the Q&A button.  Members may even 
17 interrupt the proceedings to do this, if necessary.  
18          Members of the House are entitled to 
19 understand the issues that are before them and to have 
20 answers to questions when available.  
21          Any member may request a point of information 
22 through the Q&A button and the chair will attempt to 
23 obtain the information.  If a member uses this 
24 function, please direct it in the form of a question 
25 or point of order.  Point of information may not be 
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1 committee chair will read only the resolution numbers, 
2 titles, page numbers and relevant committee comments.  
3 As a reminder, all motions proposed do not require a 
4 second per the standing rules of the House of 
5 Delegates.  
6          Please have your Vvoter software open for 
7 voting.  
8          The MDA staff stands ready to make your 
9 suggested amendments to the resolutions before you on 

10 the screen.  
11          If you have had staff prepare an electronic 
12 screen of your changes, please be sure to announce the 
13 assigned code when calling up the screen.  
14          If you did not have a screen prepared, please 
15 be prepared to walk the House through exactly what 
16 wording you want and we will attempt to insert, change 
17 or delete your amendments directly on the screen.  We 
18 have inserted line numbers on each resolution so you 
19 can pinpoint the line number you are seeking to 
20 change.  
21          Are there any questions?  Seeing none.  
22          Dr. Riley Schaff, chair of the reference 
23 committee, will now read the report of the committee.  
24          DR. SCHAFF:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
25          The following are resolutions referred to the 
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1 reference committee, all of which received either 
2 positive testimony or minimal to no testimony.  
3 Therefore, the committee recommends adoption of the 
4 following resolution:  
5          Resolution 09 - Consent Calendar.  
6          Resolved, that the following resolutions be 
7 adopted:  
8          Resolution Numbers 03 and 04 - Nominating 
9 Committee Guidelines, Page 1042.  

10          Resolution 05RC in lieu of Resolution 05,  
11 Bylaws Change - Length of Term for Editor and Speaker, 
12 Page 1084.  
13          Resolution 06, Bylaws Change - Past 
14 Presidents, Page 1055.  
15          Resolution 08, Bylaws Change - Component 
16 Mergers, Page 1028.  
17          Mr. Speaker, I move Resolution 09.  
18          This concludes the reading of the reference 
19 committee report.  I would like to take a moment to 
20 thank --  
21          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Riley, hold on.  That will 
22 be for later.  
23          DR. SCHAFF:  Okay.  
24          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Does anyone wish to extract 
25 any of the resolutions from the Consent Calendar?  I 
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1          DR. SCHAFF:  Thank you.  

2          Mr. Speaker, I move Resolution 5RC, Bylaws 

3 Change - Length of Term for Editor and Speaker, Page 

4 1084 with a committee recommendation of a yes vote.  

5          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  You have before 

6 you Resolution 05RC in lieu of Resolution 05.  We'll 

7 go through and if the delegate from Macomb would raise 

8 their hand, you will speak to it first as you had 

9 extracted it from the Consent Calendar.  I see the 

10 delegate is ready.  Please proceed.  

11          DR. DZIURGOT:  Michelle Dziurgot, Macomb.  

12          I would like to amend my deletion of 5RC.  

13 See slide number 5RC-S1.  

14          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  We will wait until that's 

15 projected, Dr. Dziurgot, so everyone can see what your 

16 amendment is.  I believe where the changes are, if we 

17 could bring that slide up higher so both areas are 

18 changed.  Maybe make it smaller.  All right.  We have 

19 it there prepared before you.  

20          Dr. Dziurgot, please proceed.  

21          DR. DZIURGOT:  My discussion points for 

22 removal of term limits are, number one, these 

23 positions of editor and speaker are specialized.  

24 Number two --  

25          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Dr. Dziurgot, hold on one 
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1 see we have two in the queue.  We can go ahead and 
2 remove the first one.  I'll wait until Dr. Dziurgot is 
3 moved over to presenter.  
4          DR. DZIURGOT:  Michelle Dziurgot, Macomb.  
5          I wish to extract Resolution 5RC off the 
6 Consent Calendar.  
7          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  
8          We have one more?  Yes, Dr. Sarazin, what can 
9 I help you with?  

10          DR. SARAZIN:  Dr. Tyler Sarazin, Copper 
11 Country District.  
12          I wish to remove Resolution 08 from the 
13 Consent Calendar.  
14          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Sarazin.  I 
15 see no one else in our queue.  
16          You have before you Resolution 09 with 
17 Resolutions 05RC and 08 extracted.  
18          You have by virtue of the Consent Calendar 
19 adopted Resolution 09.  
20          Dr. Schaff.  
21          DR. SCHAFF:  Mr. Speaker, this concludes the 
22 reading of the reference committee report.  
23          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Dr. Schaff, I need you to 
24 go through and move the first resolution please, 
25 number 05RC.  
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1 moment.  If I could, I just wanted to show what you 
2 want to do here is that you are looking, from what I 
3 see on the slide before me, you are looking to strike 
4 the words "with a term limit of three consecutive 
5 three-year terms" from both the term of office for the 
6 speaker and for the editor?  
7          DR. DZIURGOT:  Correct.  
8          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please proceed.  Thank you.  
9          DR. DZIURGOT:  Number one, these positions of 

10 editor and speaker are specialized.  
11          Number two, the Nom Com Committee has 
12 difficulty finding editor and speaker candidates.  
13          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Do you have any additional 
14 testimony?  
15          DR. DZIURGOT:  My personal discussion points 
16 as Macomb editor are as follows:  Number one, term 
17 limits keep it fresh, but if someone is good at editor 
18 and speaker, they should be able to continue their job 
19 role.  
20          Number two, the editor/speaker should be on 
21 the lookout for their successor.  They should be 
22 approachable from someone interested.  
23          Number three, this provides a seamless 
24 transition.  
25          I am for this amendment.  



MICHIGAN DENTAL ASSN. ANNUAL SESSION
DAY 2 5/17/20

METROPOLITAN REPORTING, INC.

9 (Pages 30 to 33)

Page 30

1          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  The chair 
2 recognizes Dr. Ralstrom next.  As I told you before, 
3 he was not able to be removed from the position as a 
4 presenter, and so I received notification prior to 
5 Dr. DeHaan's hand going up regarding this.  
6          DR. RALSTROM:  Mr. Speaker, I speak in favor 
7 of this amendment.  I've been a member of the 
8 Nominating Committee since its inception.  
9          You know, I know the House of Delegates voted 

10 in 2017 to have term limits, and at the time it seemed 
11 like a good idea, but moving forward, these two 
12 positions, editor and Speaker of the House, are really 
13 very specialized positions that take a unique 
14 perspective and a unique individual to fill these, and 
15 just being elected for a one-year term is not long 
16 enough to really get the lay of the land and to be an 
17 effective individual in this position.  The learning 
18 curve is long.  
19          So long and short, I recommend voting against 
20 the term limits.  
21          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  But you are speaking in 
22 favor of the amendment, correct?  
23          DR. RALSTROM:  That is correct, Mr. Speaker.  
24          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Also, Dr. Ralstrom, could 
25 you state which component you are with for our 
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1          At the start of a speaker or editor's third 
2 term, the MDA Nom Com would have a clear directive to 
3 find a successor to this position.  If there is no 
4 term limit, a speaker or editor is in their third term 
5 and they may not clearly identify that they are 
6 intending to step down following that term.  That 
7 given, the Nom Com would not have the opportunity to 
8 have three full years to develop an adequate search.  
9          There is also an idea that there is a natural 

10 term limit due to the exhaustive nature of these 
11 positions, which is probably true as you can attest 
12 to.  But I see this as more of a reason to allow the 
13 Nom Com to cast a wider search for that new leader.  
14          I'd also like us to keep in mind with term 
15 limits, the House would still have an opportunity to 
16 change the Bylaws during that third term if we found 
17 that a speaker or an editor was so supreme at their 
18 position that it would be appropriate for them to 
19 continue in the future.  
20          And lastly, it is, it does allow a speaker or 
21 an editor to return to their position.  This is just 
22 limiting to three consecutive terms.  So if someone 
23 were to come back to the table after a hiatus, they 
24 could resume the position.  
25          Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
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1 reporter?  
2          DR. RALSTROM:  I'm sorry.  I am with Macomb.  
3          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  All right.  We 
4 have Dr. DeHaan next.  
5          DR. DEHAAN:  Mr. Speaker, Andrew DeHaan, 
6 Oakland County, District 7.  
7          I would like to speak against this amendment.  
8 I would like to start by saying we are in full 
9 agreement that a three-year term for these positions 

10 is appropriate.  So even if the term, three-term limit 
11 is not approved, we are in favor of passing the 
12 resolution to adjust the term from a one-year term to 
13 a three-year term.  
14          To speak to the amendment, against the 
15 amendment here, most, if not all, positions have term 
16 limits to keep the MDA from becoming complacent, so 
17 why not speaker and editor?  The best argument I have 
18 heard is that these positions require a special skill 
19 set, and I totally agree.  This is why it would be 
20 appropriate for these positions to have a three-term 
21 limit rather than a two-term limit.  It is also a 
22 reason why the Nom Com would need a very clear time 
23 line of a speaker or editor leaving their position in 
24 order to allow the maximum time to address finding and 
25 grooming a new editor or speaker.  
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1          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. DeHaan.  

2          We will move forward to Dr. DeGroat.  

3 Dr. DeGroat, please unmute your mic.  

4          DR. DEGROAT:  Now can you hear me?  

5          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please proceed.  

6          DR. DEGROAT:  DeGroat, Oakland.  

7          It is my opinion that there's a beginning, a 

8 middle and an end to any position -- I speak against 

9 the amendment, I'm sorry.  There's a beginning, a 

10 middle and an end to any position.  I agree with the 

11 fact that with a defined end point, there's an 

12 opportunity for an appropriate search to be carried 

13 out.  I think that especially for the editor, after 

14 108 editorials it would be time, an opportunity for a 

15 fresh perspective to be brought to the table.  

16          And so, as a result, I do support the 

17 reference committee resolution.  Thank you.  

18          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. DeGroat.  He 

19 was speaking, as he said, against the amendment.  

20          Next, Dr. Rebhan.  Please unmute your mic 

21 when you're ready.  

22          DR. REBHAN:  Am I okay there?  

23          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Yes, you are, sir.  Please 

24 proceed.  

25          DR. REBHAN:  Kevin Rebhan, delegate, West 
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1 Michigan.  
2          I am speaking in favor of the substitute.  
3 I've always believed it's a function of holding 
4 elections, that holding elections -- term limits are 
5 implicit in holding elections.  If you've got a 
6 problem with the continuity of a person in an office, 
7 you get another candidate to run against him.  You 
8 have a good robust election.  Prescribing limits to 
9 the terms, if you've got a good person functioning in 

10 good capacity, let them continue on.  Let's not 
11 prescribe it.  
12          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  Our next 
13 attendee moving over, Dr. Palmer.  Please unmute your 
14 microphone.  
15          DR. PALMER:  Okay.  The MDA is a --  
16          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Dr. Palmer, if you could 
17 give me your name and component please.  
18          DR. PALMER:  Larry Palmer, Oakland.  
19          I am against this proposal, and I think one 
20 of the reasons why I'm against it is that one of the 
21 great strengths of the MDA is our ability to get young 
22 dentists to enter into organized dentistry and to 
23 promote them through the leadership and get them into 
24 different areas of the MDA hierarchy.  And I think one 
25 of the things that we'd like to do is to enter them 
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1 years which should be sufficient to groom a 
2 replacement.  However, due to the difficulty, there is 
3 a built-in buffer that in the worst case if that 
4 position cannot be adequately filled, the officer can 
5 continue until a successor is elected and installed, 
6 but the intent to fill the position is there.  
7          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  
8          You have before you the amendment by deletion 
9 that strikes the lines that read "with a term limit of 

10 three consecutive three-year terms" from both lines, 
11 22, 23 and 25, 26.  
12          Is there any other discussion?  Seeing none, 
13 you are ready to vote.  
14          What you'll be voting on is the striking of 
15 the lines that read, and if you'll bring that screen 
16 back up for me one more time, Michelle or April.  
17 Thank you.  You'll be looking to strike the words 
18 "with a term limit of three consecutive three-year 
19 terms" from both lines 22, 23 and 25, 26.  So if you 
20 are in favor of the amendment to strike those, you'll 
21 vote yes.  If you are opposed to the amendment, you'll 
22 vote no.  This is a majority vote.  We'll bring those 
23 screens up, so be ready with your Vvoter.  
24          Resolution 05RC, this is not for the overall 
25 resolution, remember, this is just for the amendment.  
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1 into leadership positions.  And I think one of the 
2 advantages of the term limit is two-fold.  One of them 
3 is we can groom them to positions of leadership and, 
4 granted, that the editor and the speaker are positions 
5 that require a steep learning curve, the idea of 
6 having a term limit again gives them a position of 
7 grooming somebody for these two highly specialized 
8 positions.  And again, as has been stated previously, 
9 this does not mean that the particular speaker or the 

10 editor can't be groomed or can't be, I'm sorry, can't 
11 proceed to further terms if they can't find anybody to 
12 fill that term for further, I'm sorry, for further 
13 position, further term if they can't find anybody 
14 else.  But the main thing is that they need somebody 
15 to be groomed if somebody decides to leave, if they 
16 only have one year left or a short-term for whatever 
17 reason.  I'm sorry.  Thank you.  
18          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  We have our next in the 
19 queue.  
20          DR. MOTYL:  Hi.  This is Lisa Motyl, 
21 Oakland County.  
22          I speak against the amendment of Resolution 
23 05.  I think a term limit is important to prevent 
24 prolonged continuation in a position.  The proposed 
25 language establishes a maximum term limit of nine 
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1 Please vote now.  
2          (Voting.)  
3          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  The voting is closed.  When 
4 ready, would you please project the results on the 
5 screen?  
6          You have not amended.  The amendment fails.  
7 So we are back to the original Resolution 5RC.  
8          Is there any further discussion?  The chair 
9 recognizes Dr. Goodsell.  At this point we'll be 

10 discussing Resolution 05RC.  Please proceed, 
11 Dr. Goodsell.  
12          DR. GOODSELL:  Thank you.  Tom Goodsell, 
13 Southwest.  
14          I speak against Resolution 5RC.  The argument 
15 for this resolution is that it takes time to learn 
16 these very specialized positions and in my rather long 
17 experience, there's seldom been a challenge of an 
18 incumbent.  Dr. Christy or Dr. Smiley can speak as to 
19 whether or not it's been onerous to get re-elected.  
20 It doesn't take much time on our agenda to do this 
21 election and it's seldom contested.  It seems to be a 
22 solution in search of a problem.  I am also concerned 
23 that it will reduce the interest in members to run.  
24 It wasn't my time to run for trustee or another 
25 position.  If someone's time comes up and they feel 
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1 it's their time to run and it's the middle of 
2 somebody's tenure, that diminishes their opportunity 
3 to participate, particularly with the delegates who I 
4 believe are the incubator of our future leaders.  
5          Finally, I'll make the reverse argument that 
6 we could lose a speaker and an editor early.  To run 
7 for the office of a three-year term, get to two years 
8 in and you have to decide if you're going to run or do 
9 you want to move on and run for president and it's not 

10 your year so you want to wait a year, it gets more 
11 confusing than it needs to be.  Or you think in a year 
12 you might want to go to Florida, so you don't want to 
13 run for a three-year term, but an excellent speaker 
14 like Dr. Christy or editor like Dr. Smiley could 
15 decide, well, they don't want to sign on for three 
16 more years but for one or two they would.  We would 
17 miss out on the opportunity to have them for that 
18 period of time.  
19          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Dr. Smiley.  
20          DR. SMILEY:  Yes, thank you, Speaker Christy.  
21 Chris Smiley, MDA Editor and representative -- not a 
22 representative from West Michigan.  
23          I speak in favor of this resolution to have a 
24 three-year term.  As editor, it takes time not to 
25 develop skills, hopefully you're electing a skilled 
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1          Once you see the voting slide on your screen, 
2 please go to Vvoter and click on the button for yes or 
3 no.  You will receive notification your vote was 
4 received and confirmation of the choice you selected.  
5 If you change your mind, click another option and 
6 click vote again.  Your second vote will override your 
7 first.  Please vote now.  
8          (Voting.)
9          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  The voting is closed.  

10 Please project the results when they are available.  
11          The ayes have it and you have adopted 
12 Resolution 5RC.  
13          Dr. Schaff.  
14          DR. SCHAFF:  Mr. Speaker, I move Resolution 
15 08, Bylaws Change - Component Mergers on Page 1028 
16 with a committee recommendation of a yes vote.  
17          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Schaff.  
18          The chair recognizes Dr. Sarazin from Copper 
19 Country who extracted the resolution from the Consent 
20 Calendar to provide testimony.  
21          DR. SARAZIN:  Yes, Tyler Sarazin, Copper 
22 Country District.  
23          Our caucus of reasons one, two and three felt 
24 that the very vague nature of the wording of this was 
25 concerning to us.  We felt it should be referred back 
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1 person for the position.  What the time requirement is 
2 is that it takes at least three years of planning in a 
3 cycle to solicit articles, to develop themes, to 
4 solicit members of the Editorial Advisory Committee.  
5 And as I speak of that committee, I also want you to 
6 know that that committee is the mentoring ground to 
7 help identify and bring forward new and potentially 
8 strong candidates for future offices of the editor.  
9 We look to have a very diverse group on our Editorial 

10 Advisory Committee, not simply to bring forward 
11 superior candidates but also to develop strong 
12 perspectives to feature in the Journal.  So these are 
13 things that we're currently doing, but as we come in 
14 with a one-year term, if we are looking at soliciting 
15 articles that may not run until if not late in the 
16 year, maybe the beginning of the next year in another 
17 term, that could be something that has been difficult 
18 to commit to as we solicit authors to contribute their 
19 manuscripts.  So again, I'd speak in favor of this 
20 resolution.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
21          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Smiley.  
22          Is there any other discussion?  Seeing no one 
23 in the queue, it appears you are ready to vote.  
24          As this is a Bylaws resolution, it is a 
25 two-third vote.  
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1 either to committee or to the Board to review.  We're 
2 worried that the guidelines that have been set, set us 
3 up for a feeling of what came down with the governance 
4 five or six years ago that this could be pushed 
5 through to eliminate a lot of societies, and because 
6 there are a lot of societies across the state that 
7 probably don't meet their minimum requirements and 
8 standards that were put forth, and we are just worried 
9 that, you know, these guidelines can quickly become 

10 recommendations and quickly become mandates that we 
11 start to shrink our representation across the state to 
12 start to look like other states, which has been 
13 brought up previously, and we just feel that we should 
14 have a defined mechanism of how these mergers are to 
15 happen before we move forward.  
16          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  So, Dr. Sarazin, before you 
17 are off here, I want to get some clarity.  Are you 
18 looking at this point to move this as a referral to 
19 the Board of Trustees or are you wanting more 
20 testimony to occur?  
21          DR. SARAZIN:  More testimony to occur please.  
22          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, sir.  
23 Dr. Pawlick.  
24          DR. PAWLICK:  Yes, Matt Pawlick, 
25 Vacationland, also speaking from the northern part of 
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1 Michigan.  
2          At this time I would encourage either to go 
3 back to committee or vote against this Bylaws change.  
4 We simply have too many concerns about how the details 
5 of this would work out.  We like the intent of this 
6 resolution to help component societies to possibly 
7 band together to pool their resources together, but 
8 some of our concerns were how does the combining of 
9 societies affect the delegate counts?  Could you have 

10 two societies combined together forming a larger 
11 component, new component society, but all of a sudden 
12 they have fewer delegates instead of having the 
13 numbers that they had originally.  What happens if 
14 these two societies are in different regions?  Does 
15 that affect how they caucus later?  What happens if 
16 the two societies aren't even near each other?  Could 
17 a small society in the Upper Peninsula decide they 
18 want to join up with one of the larger down state 
19 societies and use their resources?  There's just too 
20 many proposals that aren't in this resolution that 
21 we'd like clarification for.  
22          We've been down this hole before when we 
23 voted for a Bylaws change with the governance issues 
24 and we were told we'd figure out the details later.  
25 No one ever did figure out the details.  The details 
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1 available?  What question specifically would you like 
2 answered and through the chair I can get you that 
3 answer?  
4          DR. PAWLICK:  Well, I guess our biggest one 
5 is if two component societies were to merge, could 
6 they actually lose delegate representation to the 
7 House of Delegates?  
8          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  I do not need the MDA team 
9 on this one.  Yes, there's a potential they could lose 

10 delegates based on the allocation of delegates on the 
11 representation for each component, and that's defined 
12 in the Bylaws regarding the allocation of delegates.  
13 So yes, there's potential that a merger could result 
14 in a loss of delegates to the House of Delegates on 
15 that, so yes.  
16          DR. PAWLICK:  Thank you.  
17          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  We'll go next to 
18 Dr. Chrysler.  Dr. Chrysler, go ahead and unmute for 
19 for me.  
20          DR. CHRYSLER:  Chris Chrysler, Saginaw Valley 
21 District.  
22          I want to come through with my previous 
23 colleagues.  I also am against Resolution Number 08 
24 for those same reasons.  It doesn't appear to be very 
25 well spelled out, and I just have many reser -- I just 
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1 were given to us later.  And so, this just seems to 
2 have that same slippery slope to it.  While the idea 
3 is good, the logistics of it we just don't think have 
4 been formed completely through.  
5          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  Dr. Pawlick, if 
6 you could stay here for me for a moment, you had about 
7 three different points, three different areas and I 
8 want to get some clarity right now.  
9          DR. PAWLICK:  Yes.  

10          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  First, you said whether 
11 it's referred back or if it is to the Board or the 
12 work group or passed, there is a couple things there.  
13 Also you wanted information.  Would you like to get an 
14 answer for some of your questions right now?  
15          DR. PAWLICK:  If somebody had the answers, 
16 that would be great, but if there aren't answers now, 
17 then I would suggest a no vote on this resolution at 
18 this time and it can be brought back at another point 
19 with those clarifications in a year or two years at 
20 that point.  Either way, it's fine with me.  
21          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  Dr. Pawlick, I 
22 will ask for some clarification too.  What question in 
23 regards to this resolution would you like me to get an 
24 answer for you, because I know we have our full MDA 
25 team available, I know that we have, everyone is 
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1 don't feel comfortable with the way in which it's 

2 worded for those same reasons about loss of delegates, 

3 about problems with two or more societies combining 

4 together and that's it.  

5          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Chrysler.  

6          We'll move our next attendee up.  

7 Dr. Gorecki, please unmute your mic.  

8          DR. GORECKI:  This is Chris Gorecki, Board of 

9 Trustee member and also a member of the component work 

10 group.  

11          I speak against referral back to committee.  

12 I know everyone is concerned about the details if 

13 there were to be a merger, and this is only if there 

14 were to be a merger.  There is a big plan that has 

15 to -- and I know everyone, like I said, is concerned 

16 with the details, but that's where they have to 

17 include their plan of merger.  It's going to be unique 

18 to those two components, three components, whatever 

19 the plan is that they decide to come up with and then 

20 it will be subject to the approval of the House of 

21 Delegates.  We will never be able to figure out all of 

22 the details that two components are going to, and we 

23 don't have that kind of crystal ball.  

24          So, I speak against referral.  I know there's 

25 a lot of concern about the details, but that would be 
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1 up to the components so that they can determine their 
2 path, their future path.  
3          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Before you leave, 
4 Dr. Gorecki, I just want to clarify.  Obviously, we 
5 did not have a motion to refer in front of us.  So you 
6 are speaking in favor of the resolution?  
7          DR. GORECKI:  That is correct.  
8          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  I want to have 
9 clarity.  Thank you.  

10          Our next delegate, Dr. Ballard, please 
11 unmute.  
12          DR. BALLARD:  Bill Ballard, Superior 
13 District.  
14          I speak in opposition of Resolution 08 due to 
15 the lack of clarity and outcomes of component mergers.  
16 We've all heard the delegates and merging components 
17 will be reconfigured.  The ramifications of dealing 
18 with matters of such gravity need to be in place.  
19 Thus, I speak against the component merger resolution.  
20 Thank you.  
21          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Ballard.  
22          We have Dr. Richards.  After Dr. Richards, 
23 I'll let you know right now Dr. Peters will be 
24 speaking after Dr. Richards.  Dr. Richards, please 
25 unmute.  
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1 component expectations may be titled differently the 
2 next time we see this list, and that's why I would 
3 recommend voting against this resolution.  Thank you.  
4          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Richards.  
5          Dr. Peters:  
6          DR. PETERS:  Thank you, Dr. Christy.  As a 
7 member of the work group and your president when I 
8 assigned this work group, I just want to provide the 
9 House a little bit of background information and 

10 perhaps address a couple of the points that have been 
11 brought up here today.  
12          The point of helping the components came from 
13 the components.  And it involved a two-year learning 
14 process for the component work group which you have in 
15 a report.  You also have it in a video which you can 
16 go and view, or if you were on line when we did the 
17 video live.  
18          I want to point out to the House that there 
19 is no way components could merge without a Bylaws 
20 addition that is up for your adoption today.  I also 
21 want to point out that no components are merging here 
22 in 2020, since no one brought forth new business to do 
23 that.  So this would sit on your books until 2021 if 
24 someone would want to bring that forward.  If no one 
25 ever brings it forward, it just provides an avenue and 
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1          DR. RICHARDS:  Bob Richards, Gogebic.  First 
2 off, I was recently elected to the one-year position, 
3 I am still entitled to speak as a delegate?  
4          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Yes, you are.  
5          DR. RICHARDS:  Thank you.  I'd speak against 
6 passage of Resolution 08.  
7          As Dr. Gorecki mentioned, not everything has 
8 been answered in this, and I'll just go back to the 
9 governance issue that we went through quite extensive.  

10 And I do appreciate the work group's efforts.  And the 
11 work group that worked on the gap analysis if anybody 
12 remembers what we did in 2014, it was quite extensive.  
13 It wasn't written in stone, but later on we went to a 
14 governance issue.  Once that was passed, we went to a 
15 change in representation as far as our trustees, and 
16 then all the issues came out exactly how that was 
17 going to be done.  So we kind of had to not 
18 necessarily pass that first part, but we passed that 
19 to get to the next part.  Very little input was placed 
20 into either one of those as far as what the House 
21 said.  So we want to speak our mind here as far as the 
22 people that this would potentially affect.  
23          What we have listed right now, the work group 
24 went through quite extensively was the component 
25 expectations, and what I can envision is those 
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1 provides some clarity to your Bylaws process because 
2 there's no defined way in your Bylaws for this to 
3 happen.  
4          You only see in front of you section one 
5 which is under organization.  Allocation is a separate 
6 section of your Bylaws and certainly could be 
7 investigated, explored through all the different 
8 avenues to be brought back to this body again next 
9 year.  Again, it doesn't mean that any component, 

10 there's going to be no change in 2021 by the adoption 
11 of this.  There would be no change next year unless 
12 components chose to do so.  
13          I want to remind the House that you are the 
14 representative body.  You are representative by the 
15 number of dentists that are within your area.  Any 
16 member, any member dentist can choose to join any 
17 other component.  
18          We've heard a lot from some of our components 
19 today that are in our northern areas, and I believe 
20 the Board of Trustees is hearing your voice on that of 
21 some of your concerns, and I want to remind the House 
22 to please keep in mind that there's also concerns with 
23 some of our other areas with representation as well.  
24          So, adoption of this does not push forward a 
25 plan that you don't know, it merely provides a tool to 



MICHIGAN DENTAL ASSN. ANNUAL SESSION
DAY 2 5/17/20

METROPOLITAN REPORTING, INC.

14 (Pages 50 to 53)

Page 50

1 allow for it to occur in future years.  It obviously 
2 isn't going to happen any time now.  And it also will 
3 allow you as the House of Delegates to re-evaluate the 
4 allocation portion of your Bylaws if you so choose.  
5 So adopting this doesn't mean that you don't have 
6 control over the next section.  
7          Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
8          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Peters.  
9          Any further discussion?  I have Dr. Knudsen 

10 in the queue.  
11          DR. KNUDSEN:  Eric Knudsen, Board of Trustees 
12 member and secretary/treasurer elect.  
13          I speak for this amendment, for this 
14 proposal, resolution.  I've been president of 
15 Cloverland District for roughly 14 to 17 years, I've 
16 lost count, but it's one of those things where we're 
17 struggling to get leadership in here.  We're 
18 struggling with administration.  We're struggling with 
19 getting our CE portion of it, and we really would 
20 benefit greatly by having the opportunity to merge.  
21 Doesn't say we have to merge, doesn't say we will 
22 merge, just creates the opportunity.  
23          I know down in lower Michigan, in the 
24 southwest corner there's two components down there 
25 that actually had more talk about it than what we 
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1 will conclude my reading of the reference committee 
2 report.  I'd like to take a moment to thank all of the 
3 committee remembers with whom I served, Dr. William 
4 Ballard, Superior; Dr. Michael Dincau, Manistee-Mason; 
5 Ms. Malika Malik, University of Michigan; Dr. Lisa 
6 Motyl, Oakland; Dr. Ramakrishna Nallapaneni, Macomb; 
7 Dr. Rachel Sinacola, West Michigan, and Dr. Margaret 
8 Stanhouse, Detroit.  
9          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Schaff, and 

10 the members of the reference committee.  
11          President Gingrich will now provide 
12 recognition to the retiring officers and 
13 trustees.  
14          DR. GINGRICH:  Thank you, Speaker Christy.  
15          Dr. Clayton Shunk served as 
16 secretary/treasurer for the past two years from 2018 
17 to 2020.  He also served as trustee from 2015 to 2018.  
18 Clayton, on behalf of the Association, thank you for 
19 your service.  
20          In addition to serving as Speaker of the 
21 House for nine years, Dr. Debra Peters served as 
22 president-elect from 2017 to 2018, president from 2018 
23 to 2019 and immediate past president from 2019 to 
24 2020.  Deb, on behalf of the Association, thank you 
25 for your many years of dedicated service.  

Page 51

1 have.  I think it would be a positive for the 
2 capability to do it.  We don't necessarily need to do 
3 it.  
4          The west end of the UP could very easily 
5 combine Gogebic with Copper Country if that is 
6 something that they would enjoy doing.  But it would 
7 create the opportunity, and if we don't pass this, we 
8 don't have that opportunity.  
9          So I speak for the resolution.  

10          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Knudsen.  
11          Is there any further discussion?  Seeing no 
12 one in the queue, it appears you are ready to vote.  
13 As this is a Bylaws resolution, it is a two-third 
14 vote.  
15          Once you see the Resolution 08 slide on your 
16 screen, please go to Vvoter and click on the button 
17 yes or no.  Please vote now.  
18          (Voting.)
19          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Voting is closed.  
20          When the results are complete, please project 
21 them on the screen.  
22          The ayes have it and you have adopted 
23 Resolution 08.  
24          Dr. Schaff.  
25          DR. SCHAFF:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Now I 
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1          Now, moving on to retiring trustees.  
2          Dr. Jonathan Berns served as trustee for the 
3 past two years, from 2018 to 2020.  
4          Dr. Rhonda Hennessy served as trustee for the 
5 past five years, from 2015 to 2020.  
6          Dr. Lisa Knowles served as trustee for the 
7 past five years, from 2015 to 2020.  
8          Dr. Michael Maihofer served as trustee for 
9 the past two years, from 2018 to 2020.  

10          Dr. Eric Knudsen served as trustee for the 
11 past three years, from 2017 to 2020.  
12          On behalf of the Association, thank you for 
13 all your service and the hard work to move our 
14 Association forward.  
15          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  The agenda at this time 
16 calls for new business.  New business may only be 
17 introduced with unanimous consent of the House.  Is 
18 there any new business for the House?  
19          Seeing none, we will now have the 
20 installation of officers and trustees.  
21          Dr. Gingrich.  
22          DR. GINGRICH:  Since we are not able to be in 
23 person, I will read the pledge of office that each new 
24 officer and trustee pledges to uphold. 
25             *          *          * 
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1          "In recognition of the privileges and the 
2 responsibilities of serving as an officer and trustee 
3 of the Michigan Dental Association, I pledge:  
4          To discharge, to the best of my ability, my 
5 duties as described in the Bylaws of the Michigan 
6 Dental Association.  
7          To make decisions that are in the best 
8 interest of the public and the dental profession.  
9          To faithfully represent the dentists of the 

10 state of Michigan.  
11          To obey all state regulations pertaining to 
12 the practice of dentistry.  
13          To observe the standards of ethics of this 
14 Association.  
15          To be guided by the principles of conduct and 
16 leadership and the provisions of the organization and 
17 operating manual adopted by the Board of Trustees.  
18 Thank you. 
19             *          *          * 
20          Speaker Christy, may I have a point of 
21 personal privilege?  
22          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Yes, Dr. Gingrich, please 
23 proceed.  
24          DR. GINGRICH:  Good afternoon, House of 
25 Delegates and staff.  I have asked for a personal 
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1          At this point in our agenda is the call for 
2 any announcements.  I have none listed.  Is there 
3 anyone who wishes to make an announcement please raise 
4 hand.  Seeing none.  
5          Once taken, the actions of this House of 
6 Delegates are no longer the opinions, wishes, 
7 suggestions or recommendations of any individual, 
8 committee or officer, but are now the actions of the 
9 entire House of Delegates.  This House of Delegates is 

10 authorized under the Association Bylaws to act for the 
11 entire Association and thus they are the actions of 
12 the entire Association.  It is incumbent on every 
13 member of this Association to accept the actions of 
14 this House of Delegates as the actions of the Michigan 
15 Dental Association.  
16          Following the meeting, the MDA will e-mail 
17 the House Survey using Survey Monkey.  When you 
18 receive it, please take a moment to complete the 
19 survey.  The MDA and your Speaker are looking for your 
20 feedback and guidance.  
21          I see someone with a raised hand.  Convert 
22 over Dr. Guinn please.  Dr. Guinn.  
23          DR. GUINN:  Dr. Christy, can you hear me 
24 okay?  
25          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Yes, we can, sir.  Please 
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1 point of privilege to address the House of Delegates 
2 today.  
3          We are in one of the most trying times in the 
4 history of dentistry and our nation.  This has brought 
5 unique challenges and struggles in defining who we 
6 will become in the near future.  
7          Changes are having to be made in dentistry 
8 such as increased PPE that will make many of us 
9 struggle with our chosen profession.  I ask you to 

10 continue to unite and help one another.  
11          As we transition to a new Board, I ask that 
12 we stay the course that our MDA has led us to and we 
13 stay united.  
14          It has been a pleasure and a privilege to 
15 serve during this unprecedented time, and I have had 
16 the opportunity to work with so many talented 
17 individuals.  Thank you.  
18          I ask you to continue to give your support to 
19 our Association and help move the whole of dentistry 
20 forward in Michigan.  By speaking with one voice and 
21 staying the course, I know we will get through this 
22 together and be able to look back at this time as a 
23 growing opportunity.  
24          Thank you, Dr. Christy.  
25          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Gingrich.  
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1 proceed. 
2          DR. GUINN:  Speaker Christy, I move that the 
3 second meeting of the --  
4          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Dr. Guinn, could you hold 
5 on for just one moment?  
6          DR. GUINN:  Sure.  Sorry about that.  
7          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  I would like to 
8 take this opportunity to thank the members of the 
9 House and our Board of Trustees and our amazing 

10 Association team for making this year's sessions so 
11 efficient and productive.  
12          Additionally, I would like to thank 
13 Jennifer Lennemann, April Stopczynski and your MDA 
14 governance manager, Michelle Nichols-Cruz, for the 
15 incredible work they have done leading up to and 
16 especially these past two days to help the House of 
17 Delegates complete its work.  Thank you.  
18          The 2021 House of Delegates meeting will be 
19 held on April 21 through 24 in Lansing at the Lansing 
20 Center.  
21          The MDA Board will meet via Zoom 15 minutes 
22 following the adjournment of the House of Delegates.  
23          Dr. Guinn, now I'm ready for you.  Thank you.  
24          DR. GUINN:  I move that the second meeting of 
25 the 2020 House of Delegates be adjourned.  
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1          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  The second session of the 
2 2020 Michigan Dental Association House of Delegates is 
3 now adjourned.  
4          (Hearing adjourned at 1:21 p.m.)
5
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1 STATE OF MICHIGAN)
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3                I certify that this transcript, consisting of 
4 58 pages, is a complete, true, and correct record of the 
5 proceedings held remotely via Zoom in this case on May 17, 
6 2020.
7                I also certify that I am not a relative or 
8 employee of an attorney for a party or financially 
9 interested in the action.

10  
11 June 3, 2020
12  
13  

                        _______________________________
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