
Minutes of the Michigan Dental Association 1 

MDA Dental PAC Board of Governors 2 

November 3, 2017 – 9:00 a.m. 3 

MDA Office Building 4 

 5 

Attended 6 
James Cantwil, DDS, Dental PAC chair 7 

Charles Palumbo, DDS, Dental PAC treasurer 8 

Kerry Kaysserian, DDS, Dental PAC member 9 

Thomas Goodsell, DDS, Dental PAC member 10 

Clayton Shunk, DDS, Dental PAC member 11 

William Metz, DDS, Dental PAC member 12 

Naila Farooq, DDS, Dental PAC member 13 

Sherill Behnke, DDS, Dental PAC member  14 

John Carter, DDS, Dental PAC member 15 

Gary Jeffers, DDS, Dental PAC member 16 

Elizabeth Ralstrom, DDS, Dental PAC member 17 

Craig Spencer, DDS, CGIA chair 18 

Irene Tseng, DDS, CGIA member 19 

Mark Connelly, DDS, CGIA member 20 

Connie Verhagen, DDS, MS, CGIA member 21 

Jason Golnick, DDS, CGIA member 22 

Rhonda Hennessy, DDS, CGIA liaison trustee 23 

Michele Tulak-Gorecki, DDS, MDA president 24 

Bill Sullivan, MDA vice president of advocacy and professional relations 25 

April Stopczynski, MDA manager of access and prevention 26 

Josh Kluzak, MDA manager of government and insurance affairs 27 

Kesha Dixon, MDA government and insurance affairs/access assistant 28 

 29 

Absent 30 
Steven Gustafson, DDS, Dental PAC vice chair 31 

Todd Christy, DDS, Dental PAC member 32 

Brian Rathke, DDS, Dental PAC member 33 

Michelle Dziurgot, DDS Dental PAC member 34 

 35 

Call to Order and Roll Call 36 
The Dental PAC Board of Governors meeting was held in conjunction with the Committee on 37 

Governmental and Insurance Affairs (CGIA) meeting. The MDA Dental PAC Board of 38 

Governors meeting was called to order at 12:15 p.m.  Many members of the CGIA were in 39 

attendance as guests at the meeting. 40 

 41 

Roll was called and a quorum of Dental PAC Board of Governors was confirmed.  42 

 43 

Approval of the Agenda 44 
The agenda was approved. 45 

 46 



Review of Donations Made in 2017 47 
The PAC Board of Governors was provided a list of all the individual and caucus donations 48 

made in 2017. The PAC Board reviewed the reasoning behind how donations are decided:  49 

 50 

A wide variety of factors are considered when determining if a candidate is worthy of the 51 

MDA’s financial support. Typically, legislators that are in leadership positions, chair committees 52 

that deal with issues important to members, advocate for oral health, and are open to hearing the 53 

concerns of organized dentistry receive support. Staff also takes into account what party is in the 54 

majority and minority and the suggestions of the MDA Dental PAC Board of Governors. The 55 

MDA Dental PAC is bi-partisan and contributes to candidates in both parties. 56 

 57 

Donation Guidelines for 2018 58 
The MDA PAC Board of Governors determines the yearly allotments that can be given to 59 

individual candidates and political caucuses. The PAC Board recommended keeping the 2017 60 

donation guidelines as they currently exist because the established amounts are sufficient to meet 61 

the needs of the MDA. 62 

 63 

The current guidelines are as follows: 64 

   The MDA staff is authorized to determine and distribute any donation of $500 or less. 65 

   The MDA staff must get the authorization of the PAC Chair for any donation over 66 

$500. 67 

   The MDA staff is authorized to make contributions of up to $20,000 for each majority 68 

caucus in the state legislature and up to $10,000 for each minority caucus in the state 69 

legislature. 70 

   MDA PAC funds should be distributed as follows: 71 

 Up to $60,000 to caucuses 72 

 Up to $80,000 to individuals 73 

 74 

The total amount given to individuals to date in 2017 is $55,464.16. The total amount given to 75 

political caucuses to date is $37,000. These amounts are well below the limits placed on giving. 76 

However, the PAC Board decided that the limits should not be lowered considering the MDA’s 77 

on-going legislative initiatives. 78 

 79 

The Dental PAC Board of Governors passed the following resolution: 80 

 81 

Resolved, that the Dental PAC Board of Governors approves keeping the 2018 donation 82 

guidelines the same as they were in 2017. 83 

 84 

Dental PAC 2019 Dues Statement Donation Level 85 
The Dental PAC has an optional contribution line on the MDA dues statement. The optional 86 

contribution is currently $60. Since the creation of Dental PAC, it has been almost entirely 87 

funded by contributions from the members’ dues statement. Additional money comes by way of 88 

solicitations done in the MDA Journal and at the MDA Annual Session. It has been 89 

approximately 6-8 years since the Dental PAC contribution was increased. 90 

 91 



The Board of Governors discussed the process of raising the optional contribution and the role of 92 

the MDA Board of Trustees. The MDA Board of Trustees does not have jurisdiction over the 93 

amount the Dental PAC asks for on the dues statement, but the Board of Trustees do decide 94 

whether or not to include the Dental PAC’s optional contribution line on the MDA Membership 95 

dues statement.  96 

 97 

The Board of Governors decided to raise the amount the Dental PAC asks for on the MDA dues 98 

statement by $5. This proposed increase is due to the significant increase in legislative activity 99 

the MDA has been involved in within the last year. While the Dental PAC is not in need of the 100 

additional money at this time, the PAC Board decided it was necessary to ask for a small 101 

increase now in case it is needed in the future. 102 

 103 

The Dental PAC Board of Governors passed the following resolution: 104 

 105 

Resolved, that the Dental PAC requests $65 as an optional PAC contribution on the 2019 106 

MDA Dues Statement.  107 

 108 

MDA Dental PAC Competition Review 109 
The first Dental PAC Competition was held over the course of the 2017 MDA Annual Session in 110 

April and it raised a record amount of money compared to past Annual Session fundraiser 111 

initiatives, bringing in over $26,000.  112 

 113 

The competition took place among MDA House of Delegate regions and the objective was for 114 

each House of Delegate region to raise as much PAC money as possible among its membership 115 

during the 2017 MDA Annual Session. All MDA members were eligible to participate. The 116 

regions that raised the most amount of money and had the highest participation rate were both 117 

recognized at the Annual Session closing ceremony and in the MDA Journal.  118 

 119 

In addition, individual donors were recognized by being entered into a prize drawing. Instead of 120 

past prizes such as a certificate of appreciation, complimentary lunch, and group dinner, donors 121 

were entered into a drawing to win a prize based on their contribution level. The individual 122 

winners were: 123 

 124 

 Dr. Josef Kolling (iPod Nano, $1-$149) 125 

 Dr. Louis Shaheen (iWatch, $250-$499 level) 126 

 Dr. Howard Hamerink (iPad Air $500-$999 level) 127 

 Dr. Charles Polumbo (iPad Pro, $1,000-up level) 128 

 129 

The winner for the most dollars raised was House of Delegate Region 4, West 130 

Michigan/Muskegon, and the winner for the highest participation rate was Region 1, the Upper 131 

Peninsula.  132 

 133 

The Board of Governors agreed that the competition was successful but that the membership was 134 

unfamiliar with the concept. The PAC Board suggested that it will take time for the competition 135 

to become well known and for it to reach its full potential. Therefore the PAC Board decided to 136 

continue with the competition fundraising format for the 2018 Annual Session.  137 



 138 

The PAC Board thought the Apple products were the highlight of the competition and suggested 139 

including an iPhone into the prizes. The PAC Board also suggested publicizing the competition 140 

more at the local level prior to the Annual Session.  141 

 142 

Member Engagement 143 
In recent months the MDA has been involved in many legislative initiatives that could have 144 

significant impact on members, but only a small fraction of members have engaged in the 145 

legislative process through the means provided by the MDA. These means include the email 146 

engage alerts and the MDA grassroots program. Since member engagement is a critical 147 

component of legislative advocacy, the MDA is looking for effective ways to increase member 148 

awareness and participation in the legislative process.  149 

 150 

The following ideas were discussed by the PAC Board: 151 

 Include the contact information of a couple of members in every contribution 152 

the MDA makes to a legislator. These members would presumably be informed 153 

constituents of the legislator.  154 

 At local component meetings, leaders can walk everyone through the steps to 155 

completing the engage alert. Members could follow along on their phones and complete 156 

the engage alert then and there.  157 

 Include the MDA talking points with the engage alert email in order to better 158 

inform members and encourage action. 159 

 A barrier to members not sending the email action alert may be front desk staff 160 

not passing the email along to the member dentist. An idea to prevent this is to send 161 

MDA staff, or temporary staff, around the state educating front desk staffs on how to 162 

respond to an engage alert. 163 

 Use component presidents to send out action alerts. Members may be more 164 

responsive to their local leaders.  165 

 Send thank you notes to legislators that participate in grassroots meetings.  166 

 Create a phone tree of members to encourage them to get engaged.  167 

 Cross reference PAC and Engage alert contacts. PAC donors may be more 168 

willing to engage in politics.  169 

 170 

General Information 171 
The PAC Board recognized Dr. John Carter for his contributions to the Dental PAC. This was his 172 

final year of serving on the MDA Dental PAC Board of Governors. 173 

 174 

The PAC Board agreed to continue to meet once a year, unless additional meetings are needed.  175 

 176 

Adjournment 177 
The Dental PAC Board of Governors meeting was adjourned at 1:03 p.m. 178 


