
The Michigan Dental Association (MDA) has represented dentistry since its founding in 1856, 
but we’re more than just a professional organization of 5,900 dentists.

Dedicated to patients  
and the profession

The MDA’s goal is to help policymakers assure that everyone in Michigan has equal access  
to the highest quality oral health care. 

MICHIGAN’S ORAL HEALTH AUTHORITY 

YOUR CONNECTION TO ORAL HEALTH 

The MDA is here to connect your constituents to the oral health care they need! 

The MDA has a number of resources to help your constituents in times of need, including the 
Michigan Donated Dental Services (DDS) program and our statewide free and reduced cost  
dental directory.  The MDA Foundation also helps fund clinics and educational programs  
throughout the state. 

2018 DENTAL WORKFORCE IN MICHIGAN

Number of licensed Michigan dentists: 7,697 
Number of Registered Dental Hygienists: 10,335 

Number of Registered Dental Assistants: 1,819 

Number of Dental Schools: 2 (University of Detroit Mercy and University of Michigan)
Number of Dental School Graduates: 275



The MDA advocates on behalf of patients and the profession.  Patient education and equal  
access to preventive and comprehensive oral heath care are essential to the overall health  
and well-being of Michiganders.

The MDA encourages cost-effective public health programs that expand access to oral health 
care.  Investing in oral health care can save money in the long run, not only for families and  
children, but also for Michigan as a state. 

Over the past few years, Michigan has seen notable progress in improving access to dental care 
through the statewide expansion of the Healthy Kids Dental program and the inclusion of dental  
benefits in the Healthy Michigan Plan. 

ORAL HEALTH ADVOCACY
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We look forward to working with policymakers to build on these successes and provide  
access to quality oral health care to all Michiganders! 

People Covered By The Michigan Medicaid Expansion  
Report Better Physical And Dental Health, Study Finds

“‘The Study asked Healthy Michigan members for their own 
perspective about how having coverage has impacted their 
health and ability to work,’ said Renuka Tipirneni, M.D., lead 
author of the study and an assistant professor of internal  
medicine at the University of Michigan . . .

“‘One told us she was never able to smile because of poor  
dental health. After (dental treatment), she said looking for  
a job became easier because she had more confidence,’ 
Tipirneni said.”

Crain’s Detroit Business (12/8/18, Greene)
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