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1                             Detroit, Michigan
2                             Saturday, May 4, 2019
3                             1:00 p.m.
4                  R E C O R D
5          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Ladies and gentlemen, it is 
6 time to convene the House.  
7          Please take your seats at this time.  
8          Please turn all cell phones to silent mode.  
9          Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.  

10 Welcome to the second session of the 2019 Michigan 
11 Dental Association House of Delegates.  The House is 
12 now called to order.  
13          Each delegate was provided with a keypad as 
14 their badge was scanned for floor access.  
15          If any delegate does not have a keypad, 
16 please raise your hand.  We have one hand over here.  
17 If the delegate who raised their hand would please 
18 step back and speak with our -- you got it?  Thank you 
19 much.  
20          All keypads have been tested by 
21 Option Technologies, the company hired by the MDA.  If 
22 at any time a delegate believes that there's an issue 
23 with their keypad, please approach the MDA staff 
24 located to your right.  In addition, please assist us 
25 with the functionality of these keypads by turning off 
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1           DR. JAMES MASHNI:  Mr. Speaker, a quorum is 
2 present.  
3          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  Dr. Mashni is 
4 the chair of the Committee on Credentials, Rules and 
5 Order with Doctors Kerry Kaysserian and Katie Swan 
6 serving as members.  Thank you.
7          It now gives me pleasure to introduce to you 
8 Dr. Julio Rodriguez.  Julio is a past president of the 
9 Wisconsin Dental Association and currently our 

10 Ninth District trustee, representing Michigan and 
11 Wisconsin on the Board of the American Dental 
12 Association.  
13          Dr. Rodriguez.  
14          (Applause.)  
15          DR. RODRIGUEZ:  So I am getting my 
16 instruction before we start this.  
17          Will you play the video please?  There you 
18 go.  
19          (Video playing.)
20          DR. RODRIGUEZ:  As you can probably imagine, 
21 I've seen that video several times.  But every time I 
22 see that video, I'm extremely proud to be a member of 
23 the American Dental Association, and I hope you guys 
24 are too.  I mean, we do a lot of things to try to 
25 improve membership, you know, of our Association.  
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1 the wi-fi capability on your phones, tablets, 

2 computers and smart watches.  Please take time to do 

3 so now.  

4          Introductions were made on Thursday.  Please 

5 note that the majority of the officers have moved to 

6 the front of the House floor.  

7          Dan Schulte, our House parliamentarian, was 

8 unable to attend today's meeting.  Attending in his 

9 place is Pat Haddad, attorney for Kerr, Russell and 

10 Weber.  

11          I would like to remind each member of the 

12 House to speak slowly and to clearly state your name 

13 and component each time you speak at a microphone.  As 

14 we discussed in our training session on Wednesday, it 

15 is also helpful to state if you speak for or against a 

16 resolution.  Assist the Speaker and provide clarity 

17 for the assembly by clearly stating if you are moving 

18 to amend a resolution.  

19          To reduce background noise, the floor 

20 microphones will be turned off until a microphone 

21 number is announced.  When approaching the microphone, 

22 please wait until that microphone number is announced 

23 before speaking.  

24          At this time would Dr. James Mashni please 

25 approach one of the microphones?  Microphone four. 
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1          For the members that don't know who I am, I'm 
2 Julio Rodriguez.  I'm a general dentist from 
3 Brodhead, Wisconsin.  If you look for that on the map, 
4 you're probably not going to find it, and as your 
5 Ninth District trustee, I welcome the opportunity to 
6 share with you an update on ADA initiatives.  
7          The ADA adapted recently a new vision and 
8 mission statement.  Our new vision is:  Empowering the 
9 dental profession to achieve optimal health for all.  

10 Our current mission statement is:  Helping all members 
11 succeed.  
12          I'm proud of the fact that our vision is both 
13 aspirational as well as inspirational.  We are talking 
14 about more than oral health alone.  
15          Oral health, as we all know, is integral to 
16 the overall health.  We're talking also about more 
17 than patients of record, we're talking about optimal 
18 health for everybody.  
19          We have three priorities identified in our 
20 strategic plan that runs from 2015 to 2020.  We are in 
21 the last year of this plan, and have also developed 
22 our new strategic plan to take us all the way to 2025.  
23          And there's good news in our membership 
24 front.  You seen on the video more than 36 states grew 
25 their membership in 2018.  For the first time in three 
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1 years, ADA membership increased to 163,000 instead of 
2 the 161,000 that you saw on the video.  
3          Our financial health is strong as well.  We 
4 have a healthy reserve fund and we are focused on 
5 innovations that can help grow non-dues revenues.  
6          We're also continuing to help our dental 
7 societies build capacity so they are focused on member 
8 recruitment.  
9          Let's talk about the current ADA dental 

10 initiatives that fulfill one or more of our current 
11 strategic priorities.  
12          The overall goal of ADA Practice Transitions 
13 or ADAPT, you probably remember the old frog, is to 
14 support independent dentistry, and over time improve 
15 access to oral health care in the United States.  
16          I know we covered some of this last year, but 
17 let me refresh your memory a little bit.  
18          The approach is two-fold:  To develop an 
19 on-line platform that matches dentists who are looking 
20 to join or purchase a practice with owners who are 
21 seeking a partner, associate or someone to purchase 
22 their practice.  It is unlike anything in the current 
23 market.  
24          The platform will match dentists using key 
25 indicators of a successful relationship but, most 
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1          The report, aimed at dental industry 
2 executives, distills findings from HPI data 
3 collections to provide insight into the state of the 
4 dental industry, market trends as well as future 
5 forecasts.  
6          Key topics covered in this report include:  
7 Dental workforce, dental spending, reimbursement 
8 rates, shifts in preventative and diagnostic dental 
9 procedures, and case studies on shifting consumer 

10 behavior.  
11          The consulting service offers clients 
12 customized industry research and speaking engagements 
13 targeting the dental industry.  
14          Now let's talk a little about my favorite 
15 subject, advocacy.  Opioids.  Just had an opportunity 
16 to take a CE on opioids and it was kind of 
17 enlightening.  
18          As a profession, we have long been committed 
19 to efforts to end this epidemic that has devastated 
20 families and communities.  
21          Dentists have written nearly half a million 
22 fewer opioid prescriptions over the past five years.  
23          We published a review of research in 2018 and 
24 concluded that NSAIDS alone or in combination with 
25 acetaminophen are more effective with less adverse 
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1 importantly, an ADA advisor will be with the pair 
2 throughout the process, ensuring long-term success.  
3          Secondly, we will purchase practices in 
4 underserved areas that are in danger of closing.  We 
5 will manage the practice, set the team up for success 
6 and, ultimately, sell the practice back to the 
7 associate.  
8          Specific purchase criteria has been 
9 established, including the requirement of the practice 

10 to be on the ADAPT platform for a specified amount of 
11 time before being considered for purchase.  
12          The soft launch of this platform took place 
13 April 1st and the grand opening is June 3rd in the 
14 pilot states of my home state of Wisconsin and Maine.  
15          Testing will be conducted throughout the 
16 year, and the service will be thoroughly evaluated in 
17 the fourth quarter of 2019 before expanding into new 
18 markets across the country.  
19          The ADA Health Policy Institute is a thought 
20 leader and trusted source for data and research on 
21 clinical -- on critical issues affecting the 
22 United States dental care system.  
23          In February, HPI released its first annual 
24 dental industry report as part of a new consulting 
25 service.  
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1 effects than opioids for acute pain management.  
2          Building on existing policy, we adopted a new 
3 ADA policy in 2018 on opioids that is the first of its 
4 kind among major health care professional 
5 organizations.  
6          Now, touching on our Action for Dental Health 
7 Act.  
8          The passage of the Action for Dental Health 
9 Act in December 2018 is a huge victory for dentistry 

10 and patients everywhere.  
11          The ADA has championed and tirelessly 
12 advocated for this legislation since 2014.  
13          It amends the Public Health Service Act to 
14 improve essential oral health care for low income and 
15 other underserved individuals by breaking down 
16 barriers to care and for other purposes.  
17          Now, the one that we've been chasing for a 
18 long time is the Competitive Health Insurance Reform 
19 Act, which is a repeal of the McCarran-Ferguson.  
20          It was introduced in the senate in February 
21 of 2019.  It reforms McCarran-Ferguson anti-trust 
22 exemptions for health insurance companies and it 
23 attempts to bring transparency and competition to the 
24 health care insurance marketplace.  
25          Now, student debt is another advocacy issue 
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1 that the ADA and ASDA collaborate on.  
2          In the United States, students, on the 
3 average, graduate with over $250,000 in debt and in 
4 many cases exceeding half a million dollars.  
5          Most dental students rely on federal student 
6 loans to refinance or finance their education.  
7          The ADA and ASDA during Lobby Day urged 
8 legislators to reauthorize the Higher Education Act as 
9 soon as possible, and that they alleviate the huge 

10 amounts of dental student debt by adhering to ten 
11 principles which were presented to them on Lobby Day 
12 two weeks ago.  
13          To aid ADA member dentists with student loan 
14 consolidations and refinancing, the ADA exclusively 
15 endorses Laurel Road.  
16          This program provides the opportunity for ADA 
17 members to refinance existing federal and private 
18 undergraduate and graduate school loans at a .25 
19 percent lower rate than the Laurel Road's already low 
20 rates.  
21          Another way that we are advocating for 
22 students and for dentists who want portability of 
23 their dental licenses is through the Coalition for 
24 Modernizing Dental Licensure.  
25          The ADA, ADEA and ASDA founded the Coalition 
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1          DR. RODRIGUEZ:  Now to the better podium.  
2          You know, there's a lot of things that in 
3 this position gives you great pleasure, and this is 
4 particularly one of them.  
5          It is my honor and privilege not just to 
6 present the ADA pin to an outstanding leader, a superb 
7 president, and somebody that I consider my friend, but 
8 it's a good looking pin too.  I have taken sensitivity 
9 training, so I'm trying to do this.  

10          (Applause.)  
11          DR. RODRIGUEZ:  And again, thank you very 
12 much for all you do.   
13          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  All of the officer 
14 positions were elected on Thursday.  We will vote for 
15 the trustee positions following the report of the 
16 Michigan Dental Association Foundation.  
17          MDA is comprised of several groups which 
18 provide essential services to our members.  
19 Representatives from three of these core entities will 
20 be addressing the House at today's meeting.  
21 Foundation president, Dr. Norm Palm, will be 
22 addressing you first.  
23          MDA Insurance and MDA Services is a proud 
24 sponsor of our House of Delegates in addition to many 
25 other MDA activities, and Board chair, 
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1 in October of 2018 with the Coalition's following 
2 goals:  
3          The Coalition has two key goals, replacing 
4 the single encounter procedure-based patient exams 
5 with clinical assessments that have a stronger 
6 validity and reliability evidence, and increasing the 
7 portability of dental licensure among all states for 
8 the benefit of both the public and the profession.  
9          But recognizing that a more contemporary 

10 approach for dental licensure that eliminates the use 
11 of single encounter procedure-base examinations on 
12 patients will take time to implement across the 53 
13 licensing jurisdictions, and in light of the fact that 
14 more than half of the states currently accept results 
15 from all five testing services or agencies, we call 
16 upon the state boards to accept all clinical 
17 examinations and pathways to licensure until this 
18 transition is completed.  
19          And we come to the last one.  These are just 
20 a few of the ways that the ADA is working to help our 
21 members succeed, and I want to thank you for your kind 
22 attention and for your hospitality.  I am honored to 
23 be here with you and to serve as your Ninth District 
24 trustee.  God bless.  Thank you very much.  
25          (Applause.)  
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1 Dr. Dale Nester, will address you later in the 
2 meeting.  
3          Our Dental PAC chair, Dr. James Cantwil, will 
4 be addressing you later in this meeting as well, and 
5 there is a dental PAC booth in the back where you can 
6 still donate and have your questions answered.  
7          Would Dr. Norm Palm please approach the 
8 podium?  
9          Dr. Norman Palm is the president of the 

10 Michigan Dental Association Foundation.  He will 
11 provide the House with an update on the activities of 
12 the Michigan Dental Association Foundation.  
13          Dr. Palm.  
14          DR. PALM:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  It's a 
15 pleasure to be here with you this afternoon.  
16          I first would like to spend a few moments 
17 with you just updating what's transpired with the 
18 Foundation since I was before you last year at this 
19 time.  And my clicker is not advancing.  There we go.  
20          So, a quick recap of 2018.  Total fund 
21 raising was 33 percent higher in 2018 than in 2017.  
22 Fundraising has increased overall since 2014 by ten 
23 percent.  
24          I think it's important for you to realize the 
25 value of our programs and the overhead control that 
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1 we've exhibited with each of our programs.  67 percent 

2 of the dollar value of contributions goes directly to 

3 the programs on a per program basis.  

4          The Mission of Mercy in Grand Rapids in 2018 

5 was very successful with nearly a million dollars 

6 worth of services provided.  

7          Grant and scholarship programs continue and, 

8 in reality, reach over 25,000 people across the state.  

9          We have an annual report, and I'm hopeful you 

10 saw that earlier this spring.  My thanks to Executive 

11 Director Nancy Maier and Janet Elliott for the bulk of 

12 the work on the content of the program on the annual 

13 report.  

14          So what are we up to now?  We are creating 

15 change.  We are in the process of reviewing our 

16 strategic plan.  We are updating a plan that we 

17 completed in 2016.  We're going to focus that plan to 

18 have a time line between now and 2021.  

19          The organizational structure of the 

20 Foundation, we're still looking at the Board/committee 

21 relationship.  This Board typically was a working 

22 Board where Board members came together, were expected 

23 to do committee work, were active on three or four 

24 committees within the confines of the Foundation.  We 

25 are transitioning more towards a governing board 
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1 it's another opportunity for someone to use their life 
2 accumulated assets to contribute to the Foundation.  
3          Going forward for the rest of this year also, 
4 we are focused on our Development Committee.  Our 
5 Planned Giving committee is part of our Development 
6 Committee along with Communications and Major Gifts.  
7 The Development Committee is working on different 
8 layers of giving as far as recognition, as you can 
9 see, but all programs are designed to have a high 

10 return on investments.  
11          And this is our Board and, you know, dang, I 
12 am so proud of this Board.  This Board has grown so 
13 much in the last three years, and I'm particularly 
14 happy to report to you that our gala, we knocked it 
15 out of the park Wednesday night.  We have raised over 
16 $85,000 through our gala as of this morning.  
17          (Applause.)  
18          DR. PALM:  Thank you very much.  We are 
19 just -- you know, can't be anymore happy about that.  
20 It's over $30,000 more than last year, so we are just 
21 moving straight forward ahead.  
22          So, these people are growing, they have 
23 become ambassadors for the organization.  They are 
24 fundraisers for the organization, and I'm extremely 
25 proud of them and their ability and their capacity to 
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1 structure, building out our committees.  
2          The Board took the action this year of 
3 eliminating the golf outing, seeking a more 
4 contemporary type of fundraising event and under 
5 exploration of other potential fundraising activities.  
6          Most importantly, this year our Planned 
7 Giving Program has coming to fruition.  We've had an 
8 18-month time line on the development of this program, 
9 and I'm happy to report that the first Planned Giving 

10 Committee meeting will be in June of this year with 
11 other meetings to follow.  
12          You are probably asking what is Planned 
13 Giving.  In its simplest sense, it's a type of giving 
14 that honors the donor's desires to make a difference, 
15 to give back and to create a legacy.  For us as a 
16 Foundation it's a way to deepen our relationship with 
17 our donors, and for the donor there's the opportunity 
18 to express their appreciation and actually to 
19 participate in the future of the organization.  
20          For the Foundation, also it seeks to 
21 differentiate our income stream so the advantages are 
22 that we can deepen our relationship with our donors; 
23 that the donor has another way to give funds that is 
24 typically different from annual giving or major gifts 
25 because all different taxing classes can be used, and 
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1 generate good thoughts, keeping the direction of the 
2 organization focused on our mission.  
3          So thank you.  I hope to be back next year 
4 and have another glowing report for you.  Thank you 
5 always.  We can't tell you how much we value your 
6 support, and your commitment behind our Foundation is 
7 so critical to our success.  Best wishes for the next 
8 year.  
9          (Applause.) 

10          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Palm.  
11          We will now vote for the open trustee 
12 positions.  There are three trustee positions open for 
13 a three-year term.  
14          The MDA Bylaws state that a majority vote of 
15 delegates casting a legal ballot is required to elect.  
16 Candidates must receive 51 percent or more of those 
17 delegates present and voting to be elected.  
18          A list of each candidate and their number is 
19 at your seat and projected on the screens.  Please do 
20 not vote until instructed.  
21          The order of names on the ballot was 
22 determined by random draw by Dr. Margaret Gingrich, a 
23 member of the Election Commission.  
24          Once you enter the candidate number and press 
25 send, the last name of the candidate will show up on 
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1 the keypad screen so you know that you are voting for 

2 the correct candidate.  

3          Please if we could have those projected.  Are 

4 we having those projected on the screen?  Thank you.  

5          Please enter the number of the first 

6 candidate you would like to vote for now.  

7          Is there a problem there?  All right.  It is 

8 not saying anything on the keypads is what I'm being 

9 told.  

10          UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Turn it on.  

11          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please turn your keypads 

12 on.  

13          UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It doesn't show the 

14 name.  

15          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Is it showing the 1, 3, 4 

16 or 5?  

17          UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It showed the number.  

18          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  One moment please.  Does it 

19 show the number on the top when they press send?  We 

20 will work through this together.  

21          For this election it will show the number, 

22 and that is received when you press send.  For the 

23 second election that we have it will show the name.  

24 Are we good with that?  Thank you.  

25          Please enter your second selection and press 
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1 influence has come with an investment in time or 
2 financial resources, and as I look around this 
3 delegation knowing many of you personally, I can see 
4 that the effect of influence is truly remarkable.  And 
5 so is the activity of our PAC.  
6          With the influence of the dental PAC, 91 
7 percent of our MDA PAC-supported candidates won their 
8 races in 2018.  Our contributions to these candidates 
9 now serving have allowed us the opportunity to 

10 influence legislative issues that will affect us 
11 currently and for future generations of dentists and 
12 patients.  
13          Will we always get what we want?  Absolutely 
14 not.  However, we may be able to reach compromise 
15 through reason and the ability to educate the decision 
16 makers.  
17          As we can see from the current state of 
18 politics in this country, and what many of us view as 
19 degradation of our foundational principles, we know 
20 that we will never influence the world by trying to be 
21 like it.  We must attempt to hold firm to our values 
22 and our ethical principles because we are not 
23 followers, we are professionals, and being a 
24 professional in the world today is an awesome 
25 responsibility.  If we are to honor those that have 
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1 send now.  
2          Please enter your third selection and press 
3 send now.  
4          We are now done voting.  When the results are 
5 available, would the chief teller, Dr. Gary Lukkari, 
6 please provide the results to me?  
7          Doctors Vincent Benivegna, 
8 Christopher Gorecki and Vincent Lizzio have been 
9 elected MDA trustees for a three-year term.  

10          (Applause.) 
11          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Would Dr. Jim Cantwil 
12 please approach the podium?  
13          Dr. Jim Cantwil is the chair of the Michigan 
14 Dental PAC.  He will provide the House with a brief 
15 update on the activities of the Michigan Dental PAC.  
16          Dr. Cantwil.  
17          DR. CANTWIL:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Good 
18 afternoon everybody.  Thank you for allowing me to 
19 take this time to update you on the PAC.  
20          You know, we often wonder how significant is 
21 our MDA PAC, and it simply is with the PAC we have 
22 influence and influence is one of the most important 
23 skills causing the greatest impact on human life.  
24          We have all -- we have been influenced by our 
25 parents, our educators, our mentors, and all of that 
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1 positively influenced us, we need to carry the torch.  
2          So, while some politicians find their way 
3 into office by trying to be like the world, we must 
4 continue to advocate for reason and sound principles.  
5          Our legislative accomplishments as of late 
6 include a few things I want to mention today.  
7          The expanded hand-held x-ray usage is now 
8 accepted for general use.  We were able to ensure that 
9 businesses with fewer than 50 employees were exempted 

10 from the paid sick leave law.  And we were able to 
11 eliminate the sales tax on dental prostheses, which is 
12 huge when you total that up in our practices.  
13          Sometimes despite our best efforts in doing 
14 everything right we can still lose some of our 
15 battles, and this was an unfortunate fact of life that 
16 we experienced with the dental therapist issue where 
17 politics prevailed over sound public policy.  
18          In regard to our disappointments, we often 
19 hear dentists ask the question of how could the MDA 
20 let this happen.  My answer to that question is that 
21 the MDA provides the engine power, and from the size 
22 of our lobby and what we accomplish we are a turbo 
23 charged engine, let me tell you.  But every engine 
24 needs a vehicle, and our members are the vehicle and 
25 the fuel.  Though up slightly from last year, we still 
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1 only have 30 percent of our members providing fuel in 
2 terms of funding to the engine.  
3          We also need more dentists to act as a 
4 vehicle by engaging legislators, both personally at 
5 the grass roots level and through action alerts.  For 
6 example, we estimate that on the mid-level provider 
7 issue we had about 3,600 sign up in the easy to use 
8 Phone2Action system alert system.  This sounds like a 
9 lot until you realize that we have almost 6,000 

10 members.  So, we can still do better.  
11          In 2018, the average PAC contribution was $75 
12 and the high was $1,560, with total contributions 
13 being $134,545.  This is a total increase of about 
14 $10,000 in contributions, and as PAC chair I'm very, 
15 very happy and thrilled about that.  
16          For those that have been engaged in contacts 
17 with legislators and in grass roots efforts, I thank 
18 you, and I also ask you to encourage your friends and 
19 colleagues at your local dental meetings and on the 
20 golf course to join you so that we can continue to 
21 make a difference.  
22          Martin Luther King once said, "In the end we 
23 will remember not the words of our enemies, but the 
24 silence of our friends."  
25          Today, at this meeting we have set a new 
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1 for this opportunity address the House of Delegates, 

2 MDA officers and trustees.  

3          2018 was yet again another successful year, 

4 as a result of building upon existing solid performing 

5 programs, continually vetting new opportunities and 

6 exercising a commitment as an organization to 

7 improving the practice life of our MDA member 

8 dentists.  

9          As you can see, as volunteers we rely on the 

10 dedication of key employees of MDA Insurance and MDA 

11 Services to bring our programs to life and our account 

12 executives to help you use them.  

13          The power of organized dentistry keeps 

14 getting stronger.  We are all scoring a huge win for 

15 MDA members with the introduction of the Dentist 

16 Supply Company.  The MDA Glove and Supply Company has 

17 formed a strategic alliance with the California Dental 

18 Association Supply Company.  They are working together 

19 to bring you the products you love at negotiated low 

20 prices.  You'll have about 40,000 SKUs to choose from, 

21 including small equipment and brands like 3M and Kerr.  

22          Savings of 20 percent on average compared to 

23 manufacturer's suggested retail prices are very 

24 common.  Tdsc.com is available to you right now.  This 

25 program is exclusive to the members of organized 
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1 record.  So far, we have $31,110 in contributions.  
2 This is a great new record, and the booth will remain 
3 open until the close of the session.  So many of you 
4 still have time to do that.  So thank you very much 
5 for your support.  
6          (Applause.) 
7          DR. CANTWIL:  I do realize when I come up and 
8 present to you that I am preaching to the choir, but I 
9 do realize that everybody out there are leaders, and 

10 as leaders we can influence, and at the grass roots 
11 level I want you to go out there and influence people 
12 to support the PAC.  
13          Thank you for your support, and now I return 
14 the mic to Speaker Christy.  Thank you.  
15          (Applause.) 
16          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Cantwil.  
17          Would Dr. Dale Nester please approach the 
18 podium?  
19          Dr. Dale Nester is chair of the Board of the 
20 Michigan Dental Association Insurance and Financial 
21 Group.  He will provide the House with a brief 
22 overview of MDA's for profit subsidiary.  
23          Dr. Nester.  
24          DR. NESTER:  I'll do my best to be brief.  
25 Let's see, good afternoon.  I want to thank all of you 
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1 dentistry, but non-members are allowed 30 days to shop 
2 on the site before their account is disabled.  They 
3 are notified that continued access is dependent upon 
4 them joining their state dental association, and 
5 contact information is given to them so that they can 
6 join.  
7          You owe it to yourself to check out tdsc.com 
8 and start your savings today.  
9          In addition to rolling our glove and supplies 

10 programs into the tdsc.com model, MDA Services works 
11 to provide programs and services you need and to 
12 negotiate discounts on those programs.  MDA Services 
13 is responsible for all the non-insurance endorsed 
14 programs, and our most recent endorsements will save 
15 you money on credit card processing, help protect your 
16 health with an air purification system and help you 
17 avoid HIPAA finds with encrypted e-mail.  
18          MDA Insurance really got its start providing 
19 health insurance for member dentists.  We all know how 
20 health insurance regulations have changed over the 
21 years, and our plans have changed right along with it.  
22 But it amazes me how many members still do not know 
23 that we have our own unique health plan, and we have 
24 Blue Cross individual and group plans to offer as 
25 well.  There is never a reason to look anywhere else 
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1 for your health insurance, especially since you will 
2 have the support of our experienced health insurance 
3 agents who will go to bat for you with the insurance 
4 companies when there is a claim issue.  
5          MDA Health Plan is only available to the MDA 
6 members.  It's a group plan that can be extended to 
7 your employees, but to be eligible to start a group 
8 you have to be a member.  There are many plans to 
9 choose from, and you can start your group at any time.  

10 So, if you acquire a new practice that doesn't have 
11 health insurance, you can get the MDA Health Plan 
12 started right away.  You should really take a look at 
13 this benefit.  It's another big win for our MDA 
14 members.  
15          And like the Foundation's $85,000 fundraising 
16 and the record goal of collections at this meeting, 
17 you need to take a look at that bullet point that 
18 talks about zero rate increase.  That's what member 
19 dentists insured in the MDA Health Plan were able to 
20 have when the industry had increases of up to 26 
21 percent.  
22          Property/casualty insurance includes 
23 essential protections obviously for professional 
24 liability insurance.  Practice, property, employment, 
25 liability and workers' comp.  It is notable that while 
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1 alternate positions.  
2          The MDA has budgeted for 24 ADA delegation 
3 positions, 18 delegates and 6 alternates.  
4          According to the Bylaws, officers of the 
5 Association are required to serve as delegates and 
6 trustees have the option to serve as delegates.  The 
7 Nominating Committee contacted all trustee candidates 
8 and, if elected, all agreed to serve as ADA delegates.  
9 The officers and trustees will comprise 15 of the 18 

10 delegate positions.  Therefore, the House of Delegates 
11 will elect three delegates and eight alternate 
12 positions from the list of candidates.  
13          The first three elected with the highest 
14 votes over 51 percent will serve as delegates.  The 
15 remaining eight with votes over 51 percent will serve 
16 as alternates.  
17          Please note that one of the candidates for 
18 the ADA delegation was also a candidate for trustee, 
19 and as elected as trustee earlier has been removed 
20 from the ballot as they are automatically on the 
21 delegation.  Please remove the name of Dr. Christopher 
22 Gorecki from the list of ADA delegation candidates at 
23 your seat.  
24          This is a reminder that the MDA Bylaws state 
25 that a majority vote of delegates casting a legal 
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1 there's been steady premium growth, this growth is 
2 happening in a climate where rates are actually 
3 decreasing.  So, as a member participating in these 
4 programs, you've likely received smaller or flat 
5 premium statements for these coverages.  More premiums 
6 mean that more members are participating in our 
7 property/casualty programs.  Saving you money on 
8 excellent insurance is our goal.  
9          MDA IFG, your for profit subsidiary, provides 

10 substantial revenue to the MDA.  It allows the MDA to 
11 perform many services for members such as lobbying on 
12 your behalf, pursue beneficial initiatives for 
13 dentistry, and offer great programs to its members 
14 without relying solely on Association dues to benefit, 
15 to finance these benefits.  
16          As you can see, the money returned to the MDA 
17 is over $400 per member.  I am -- I realize we are 
18 preaching to the choir, but please encourage your 
19 colleagues to use and check out our products and 
20 services.  That per member benefit can get bigger.  
21          Thank you for your attention and for your 
22 support.  
23          (Applause.)  
24          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, Dr. Nester.  
25          We will now vote for the ADA delegate and 
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1 ballot is required to elect.  Candidates must receive 
2 a vote of 51 percent or more of those delegates 
3 present and voting to be elected.  
4          If 11 candidates do not receive a vote of at 
5 least 51 percent on the first ballot or if there is a 
6 tie, additional ballots will be taken until the 11 
7 positions have been elected.  
8          We will vote for 11 positions one at a time.  
9 Please note that if you vote for a candidate more than 

10 one time, that individual vote will be considered 
11 invalid and will not count.  Members cannot spoil the 
12 entire ballot by accidentally voting for a candidate 
13 more than once, but remember, cumulative voting is not 
14 valid nor is it counted.  
15          A list of each candidate and their assigned 
16 number is at your seat as well as projected on the 
17 screens.  I would recommend using the list at your 
18 seat to check off those that you have voted for so you 
19 do not accidentally vote for the same candidate more 
20 than once.  
21          Enter the number of the candidate you would 
22 like to vote for now.  Once you enter the candidate 
23 number, the last name of the candidate will show up on 
24 the keypad screen so you know you are voting for the 
25 correct candidate.  
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1          As you pressed their number and entered send 
2 it, did show their name?  
3          UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  It says received.  
4          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Your vote has been 
5 received.  
6          So, as I reminded you, cross the number off 
7 of the candidate you have voted for already.  
8          We'll move on.  As you understand, you will 
9 not see the candidate's name popping up after you 

10 press send.  
11          Please enter your 2nd selection and press 
12 send now.  
13          Please enter your 3rd selection and press 
14 send now.  
15          Please enter your 4th selection and press 
16 send now.  
17          Please enter your 5th selection and press 
18 send now.  
19          Please enter your 6th selection and press 
20 send now.  
21          Please enter your 7th selection and press 
22 send now.  
23          Please enter your 8th selection and press 
24 send now.  
25          Please enter your 9th selection and press 
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1          It is the duty of the presiding officer to 
2 assist members in exercising their rights and 
3 privileges.  
4          Whenever a member of the House believes that 
5 procedure is not being followed correctly, the member 
6 may bring this to the attention of the chair by rising 
7 to a point of order.  Members may even interrupt 
8 proceedings to do this, if necessary.  
9          Microphone one, placed directly in front of 

10 me, is a stand-alone mic directly for your point of 
11 information or parliamentary inquiries.  
12          Members of the House are entitled to 
13 understand the issues that are before them and to have 
14 answers to questions when available.  
15          Any member may request a point of information 
16 at microphone one, and the chair will attempt to 
17 obtain the information.  Point of information may not 
18 be used to obtain the floor for debate without 
19 recognition, and any attempt to do so will not be 
20 allowed.  This is not the microphone for members to 
21 answer questions that they may hear raised.  Those 
22 responses unless requested by the chair must come from 
23 the other floor microphones in the form of debate.  
24 Again, if a member uses this microphone, please direct 
25 it in the form of a question or a point of order.  
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1 send now.  
2          Please enter your 10th selection and press 
3 send now.  
4          Please enter your 11th selection and press 
5 send now.  
6          We are now done voting.  When the results are 
7 available, would the chief teller, Dr. Gary Lukkari, 
8 please provide the results to me?  
9          The following have been elected ADA 

10 delegates:  
11          Jason Mashni, Melanie Mayberry, 
12 Alexa Vitek-Hitchcock.  
13          The following have been elected ADA alternate 
14 delegates:  Larissa Bishop, Curlis Colburt, 
15 Andrew DeHaan, Gabriel Holdwick, Mark Johnston, 
16 Jerry Kohen, Martin Makowski and 
17 Michele Tulak-Gorecki.  
18          (Applause.)  
19          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  I want to once again thank 
20 the members of the Nominating Committee for their 
21 service to the Michigan Dental Association and for 
22 presenting a qualified slate of candidates to the 
23 House of Delegates.  
24          We will now proceed with the report of the 
25 reference committee.  
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1          Proper decorum must be maintained at all 
2 times.  Personal professionalism is paramount, and 
3 this assembly won't tolerate unprofessional behavior 
4 or comments in the House of Delegates or at the 
5 microphones.  Guests are often present as well.  
6          Please direct all communication to me as your 
7 chair.  Do not have a conversation from the microphone 
8 with other individuals in the House of Delegates or at 
9 the head table.  

10          In addition, I remind you of MDA policy on 
11 anti-trust and be mindful before speaking regardless 
12 of whether it is at the microphone or one-on-one as 
13 well as the ethical statement adopted by the House 
14 last year.  These policies were distributed on 
15 Thursday at each seat on the floor of the House.  
16          Once again, microphone one, directly in front 
17 of me is where you go if you have a question, also 
18 termed a parliamentary inquiry, that you need to place 
19 in front of our assembly rather than going to the 
20 aisle microphones.  
21          Microphones will be turned off until that 
22 microphone is recognized.  
23          I ask that each delegate clearly state their 
24 name and component each time they speak at a 
25 microphone.  
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1          The reference committee chair will read only 
2 the resolution numbers, titles, page numbers and 
3 relevant committee comments.  
4          As a reminder, all motions proposed do not 
5 require a second per the standing rules of the House 
6 of Delegates.  
7          Please have your voting cards and keypads 
8 ready.  
9          MDA staff stands ready to make your suggested 

10 amendments to the resolutions before you on the 
11 screens on either side of the House.  
12          If you have had staff prepare an electronic 
13 screen of your changes, please be sure to announce the 
14 assigned code when calling up the screen at the 
15 microphone.  
16          If you did not have a screen prepared, please 
17 be prepared to walk the House through exactly what 
18 wording you want and we will attempt to insert, change 
19 or delete your amendments directly on the screen.  We 
20 have inserted line numbers on each resolution so you 
21 can pinpoint the line number you are seeking to 
22 change.  
23          Any questions?  
24          Will the chair of the Reference Committee, 
25 Dr. Tyler Sarazin, please come to the platform and 
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1          You have adopted the Consent Calendar.  
2          Dr. Sarazin.  
3          DR. SARAZIN:  Part II:  Committee Report.  
4          Resolution 04 - Page 1019, Bylaws Change, 
5 Duties of the Editor.  
6          Mr. Speaker, I move Resolution 04 with a 
7 committee recommendation of a no vote.  
8          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  Before you is 
9 Resolution 04 RC.  Would anyone like to speak?  

10          Microphone four.  
11          DR. JAMES MASHNI:  James Mashni, Central 
12 District.  
13          Mr. Speaker, I move to amend the resolution 
14 by addition.  May I have 04 S1?  
15          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Please continue.  
16          DR. JAMES MASHNI:  We wanted to add after it 
17 says, "Serve as editor-in-chief and exercise full 
18 editorial control of the Journal," and we put in "and 
19 collaborate on other print and electronic content with 
20 the appropriate MDA committees and staff."  
21          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Your motion is in order.  
22 Would you like to speak to it?  
23          DR. JAMES MASHNI:  I would.  
24          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  
25          DR. JAMES MASHNI:  I have been told that when 
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1 read your report?  
2          DR. SARAZIN:  Report of the Reference 
3 Committee.  
4          Part I:  Consent Calendar.  
5          Resolution 11 - Consent Calendar.  
6          Resolved, that the following resolutions be 
7 adopted:  
8          Resolution 03 - ADA Delegation Evaluation 
9 Guidelines:  Submitted by ADA Delegation Evaluation 

10 Workgroup.  
11          Resolution 05 - Bylaws Change - ADA 
12 Delegation Positions.  
13          Resolution 08 - ADA/MDA Code of Ethics.  
14          Resolutions 09-10 - Nominating committee 
15 Guidelines.  
16          Mr. Speaker, I move Resolution 11 with a 
17 committee recommendation of a vote of yes.  
18          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  
19          Does anyone at this time wish to extract any 
20 of the resolutions from the Consent Calendar?  Seeing 
21 no one, you are ready to vote.  
22          All those in favor of Resolution 11, Consent 
23 Calendar, please raise your voting cards.  Cards down.  
24 All those opposed to Resolution 11, please raise your 
25 voting cards.  Cards down.  
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1 these Bylaws were written that there were no 
2 electronic publications that were for the public view.  
3 So with this, we are trying to update our Bylaws to 
4 reflect the current needs and the current practices of 
5 the MDA.  
6          This verbiage is more inclusive than the one 
7 before to lead to more collaboration between the 
8 editor and the MDA staff.  
9          This language also gives the editor the 

10 opportunity to have involvement or oversight if they 
11 so choose.  From what I understand now, the editor 
12 does not do much with a lot of the electronic or 
13 social media, which is what we're worried about taking 
14 that away.  So I think this is more inclusive.  
15          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  
16          Further discussion?  You have before you a 
17 primary amendment as projected on the screen.  Any 
18 other discussion?  
19          You'll be voting at this point on the primary 
20 amendment alone.  We will use our voting cards for 
21 this as it is a majority.  
22          Those in favor of the amendment, please 
23 signify by raising your cards.  Cards down.  Those 
24 opposed, cards up.  Thank you.  Cards down.  
25          The amendment has passed.  



MDA ANNUAL SESSION
DAY 2 5/4/19

METROPOLITAN REPORTING, LLC

11 (Pages 38 to 41)

Page 38

1          We are back to Resolution 04 RC as amended.  
2          Is there any further discussion?  
3          Seeing none, you are ready to vote on 
4 Resolution 04 RC.  We will take this with a card vote 
5 as well.  
6          Those in favor of the resolution, please 
7 signify by raising your cards.  Cards down.  Those 
8 opposed to Resolution 04 RC, cards up.  Thank you.  
9 Cards down.  

10          You have adopted Resolution 04 RC.  
11          Dr. Sarazin, please continue.  
12          DR. SARAZIN:  Resolution 07 - Page 1025.  
13 Resolution 07 RC.  Bylaws Change:  Speaker Vacancy.  
14          Mr. Speaker, I move that Resolution 07 RC be 
15 adopted in lieu of Resolution 07 with a committee 
16 recommendation of a yes vote.  
17          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  Discussion is 
18 now in order for Resolution 07 RC.  
19          Microphone four.  
20          DR. LOGAN:  Matt Logan, Jackson.  
21          Mr. Speaker, I move to amend Resolution 07 
22 RC.  Slide number 07 RC S2, and I would move to amend 
23 it by striking the words "or more individuals" and 
24 substituting "current member of the House of 
25 Delegates" in lines 88 and 89.  
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1 and the president can nominate another individual.  I 

2 don't know why more than one person would need to do 

3 the House of Delegates.  

4          Also, the reason that we thought to have a 

5 current House of Delegates member be the nomination is 

6 because the Speaker is a representative of us, the 

7 House of Delegates, so we thought that that was in 

8 order.  

9          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Okay.  Hold for one moment.  

10          Parliamentary microphone.  

11          DR. JOHNSTON:  Johnston, former president.  

12          My question to the Speaker is maybe also to 

13 legal today.  The nominations must be approved by a 

14 majority vote of the Board of Trustees.  What I'd like 

15 to know is if it's legal in the state of Michigan for 

16 an association to have an electronic vote or a vote in 

17 this Association where the trustees could be done by 

18 electronic vote via Zoom or telephone, or do they have 

19 to have a quorum present in a face-to-face vote, and I 

20 think that information would be appropriate for the 

21 House of Delegates to understand what the State allows 

22 or doesn't allow in this type of vote.  

23          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  I will answer that.  

24 Pursuant to the Bylaws of the Michigan Dental 

25 Association as well as for the State as well, your 
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1          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  One moment please.  That's 
2 the correct slide for you up there?  
3          DR. LOGAN:  I don't know what --  
4          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Your motion is in order.  
5 Would you like to speak to it?  
6          DR. LOGAN:  I also have more.  
7          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Oh, you do?  
8          DR. LOGAN:  Yeah.  
9          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Okay.  

10          DR. LOGAN:  Also, I'm looking at motion 07 RC 
11 as presented from the reference committee on my line 
12 numbers.  
13          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Okay.  
14          DR. LOGAN:  So I need to amend also lines 100 
15 and 101 by substituting "one or more individuals" with 
16 "current member of the House of Delegates".  
17          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Right.  That's why this is 
18 a substitution, and I believe they are working to have 
19 that projected up on the screen for you fully.  Thank 
20 you.  Would you like to speak to it?  
21          DR. LOGAN:  Yeah.  I am not real sure why to 
22 replace a one person, more than one person would need 
23 to be replacing him.  If, if the, if the president's 
24 nomination goes before the Board of Trustees and they 
25 don't approve him, then they go back to the president 
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1 trustees are able to take an electronic vote.  
2          Back to microphone four.  Do you have more? 
3          DR. LOGAN:  No, I'm done.  
4          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Is there any further 
5 discussion?  
6          Microphone three on the primary amendment.  
7          DR. PALASZEK:  Not on the primary amendment.  
8 I was going to offer a secondary amendment.  
9          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  That is appropriate at this 

10 time.  State your name and your --  
11          DR. PALASZEK:  Mike Palaszek, West Michigan.  
12          We were in the same room together.  If I 
13 could have slide 07 RC S1.  Very similar, although in 
14 the amendment I put forth I felt nominating one or 
15 more individuals would be appropriate giving the Board 
16 of Trustees --  
17          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Hold it.  At this point 
18 trying to substitute for that is out of order at this 
19 time, but we can go through and have debate on the 
20 primary amendment that we're looking at.  You can 
21 amend the primary amendment if you so choose if you 
22 can see a point where you can do that, but the 
23 substitute for that is not appropriate at this time 
24 but I can bring you back later.  
25          DR. PALASZEK:  Bring me back later.  
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1          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  Microphone two.  

2          DR. RICHARDS:  Richards, Gogebic.  

3          I speak in opposition to the amendment.  

4 Specifically, the, I don't know if it's appointment or 

5 nomination that that person would have to come from 

6 the House of Delegates.  I think any member in here 

7 right now, the challenge is to pick a person that has 

8 the qualifications to be speaker.  Being a speaker of 

9 the house is not an easy job.  You go through 

10 literally months, if not years, of training to be able 

11 to handle the House in the proper manner.  I think 

12 also you are the parliamentary voice at a Board 

13 meeting also, if I am not correct.  I don't know how 

14 many of you could just, if, heaven forbid, our Speaker 

15 just shoooo (gesturing) right now, could I have a show 

16 of hands of anybody that could just walk up and handle 

17 this?  

18          I think the pool that we are looking for is 

19 probably a very small pool and probably consists, as 

20 Dr. Brodoski was selected, of former speakers.  

21          So, I speak in opposition of that amendment.  

22          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  

23          Microphone four.  

24          DR. KOLLING:  Joe Kolling, Washtenaw, former 

25 president, used to say past president, but former 
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1          One of the, one of the things that also 
2 troubled me was the speaker of the house is also a 
3 voting member of the Board of Trustees.  So, how does 
4 that, if you have more than one selection and approval 
5 by the Board, who gets the voting rights, who 
6 determines who does A, B, C, D or H of these duties of 
7 the speaker of the house?  I think it's just too 
8 complex to address what the previous doctor said.  I'm 
9 sure that the president that was nominating someone 

10 would certainly discuss the duties of the House, of 
11 the speaker of the house and make sure that that 
12 person was amenable to them.  So, I don't agree with 
13 that.  
14          Again, I speak in favor of my amendment.  
15          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  
16          Microphone four.  
17          DR. STILWILL:  Chris Stilwill, Resort 
18 District.  
19          I am actually opposed to the amendment.  My 
20 biggest issue with it is if we're trying to get 
21 somebody from the House of Delegates, really we're 
22 talking about a former speaker or a future one, and by 
23 saying they have to be in the House of Delegates, if 
24 there's not a former or soon-to-be speaker, you're 
25 going to have to get me or somebody else to stammer up 
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1 president.  
2          I will tell you that this whole thing was the 
3 thing that scared me most about being president 
4 because if something happened to the speaker, I would 
5 have been the speaker, and that scared the hell out of 
6 me.  
7          I would like to point out that this is about 
8 a vacancy and it's about assuming the duties of the 
9 office, not assuming the office.  This is about 

10 filling in a void when there's a void, like someone 
11 dying a month before the meeting.  You need people who 
12 can do the duties, and one of the duties is standing 
13 up there and doing what you're doing so admirably, 
14 real proud of you, but some of the duties are not 
15 obvious.  You're liaison to lots of committees and 
16 other things that a person filling in might not be 
17 able to do, and I do feel that giving the president 
18 the opportunity to fill the duties with whatever 
19 number of people it takes to make sure the duties get 
20 done is an appropriate thing.  I like it just the way 
21 the reference committee had it, so I speak against 
22 this amendment.  
23          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  
24          Microphone four.  
25          DR. LOGAN:  Matt Logan, Jackson.  
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1 here, so...
2          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  
3          Is there any further debate?  
4          Seeing none, we will be voting on the primary 
5 amendment on Resolution 07 RC in front of you as well 
6 as projected on the screens.  
7          This is a majority vote.  All those in favor 
8 of amending, please raise your voting cards.  Cards 
9 down.  All those opposed to amending, please raise 

10 your voting cards.  Thank you.  Cards down.  
11          The vote is in the negative.  You have not 
12 amended.  
13          We are back to the main motion.  Any further 
14 discussion?  
15          Microphone three.  
16          DR. PALASZEK:  Mike Palaszek, West Michigan.  
17          I withdraw my amendment that I was going to 
18 present.  
19          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  You wish to present at this 
20 time your amendment?  
21          DR. PALASZEK:  Actually, mine, the only way 
22 it differed was to allow more than one nominee by the 
23 president.  
24          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  So you are not going to 
25 present an amendment?  
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1          DR. PALASZEK:  That is correct.  
2          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  
3          Is there any further discussion on Resolution 
4 07 RC?  
5          Microphone four.  
6          DR. LOGAN:  Matt Logan, Jackson again.  
7          So, can I change my amendment or make a new 
8 amendment to just strike the words "or more 
9 individuals" in lines 88 and 89 and 100 and 101?  

10          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  That one is in order.  
11          DR. LOGAN:  Mr. Speaker, I move that.  
12          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Let me make sure I 
13 understand exactly where we're at, that you wish to 
14 strike the words "one or more".  
15          DR. LOGAN:  "Individuals".  There you go. 
16          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  No, we'll need to keep the 
17 word "individual" there.  
18          DR. LOGAN:  Yeah, "one individual", yes.
19          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  And we will obviously by 
20 editorial correction strike the "S" at the end of 
21 individuals.  
22          DR. LOGAN:  Correct.  
23          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  And then by means of 
24 editorials further down where it makes mention of 
25 multiple.  
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1 saying.  So, if you're just filling the duty, not 
2 voting on the Board, not actually the speaker of the 
3 house, you are just doing the duties, so by forcing 
4 the president to name one person doesn't solve the 
5 voting stuff.  Actually, it doesn't make this person 
6 the speaker, because it talks about who is assuming 
7 the duties.  I'm asking for clarification.  Is that 
8 president's nominee going to become the speaker of the 
9 house if it's a single person?  

10          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Speaker Peters.  Excuse me, 
11 President Peters.  
12          DR. PETERS:  Thank you.  Since this 
13 resolution comes from the Board, please allow me to 
14 clarify and to answer Dr. Kolling's questions.  
15          It was not the intent of the Board to replace 
16 an elected official from the House of Delegates, it 
17 was merely to allow for the ability of the duties of 
18 this individual to be parsoned out, if necessary, at 
19 the discretion of the president.  So, this is not 
20 electing, even though you would have, you know, if 
21 there's Board approval, it is not electing or filling 
22 the office, it is merely allowing different duties to 
23 be covered to assist the president, so that that 
24 individual would not have to also do his or her 
25 position as well as the entirety of the speaker of the 
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1          DR. LOGAN:  Correct.  And then further down 
2 again it says "one or more" and again the "or more" 
3 needs to be stricken.  
4          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  All right.  That is in 
5 order.  I'm waiting for our team to get this up on the 
6 screen for you, although I believe you are 
7 understanding that.  
8          Would you like to speak to your --  
9          DR. LOGAN:  That just eliminates it being 

10 only a House member and opens it up a little bit more.  
11 I just don't see the need for more than one.  
12          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  I believe that was the 
13 previous amendment you brought.  This one you're 
14 asking that the president nominate one individual.  
15          DR. LOGAN:  Right.  Correct.  
16          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  So, before you is a primary 
17 amendment to strike the words "or more" from the two 
18 areas in this resolution.  
19          Microphone one.  
20          DR. KOLLING:  Kolling, Washtenaw again.  
21          Sorry to belabor the point.  I didn't bring 
22 it up, but I believe this is talking about dealing 
23 with the duties, and I don't think that the president 
24 is actually naming a new speaker, they are just 
25 filling the duties, and that's what that starts off by 
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1 house position.  
2          So, in answer to Dr. Kolling's question, it 
3 is not the intent that the Board brought to you to 
4 elect or fill the office of Speaker, because that 
5 would be inappropriate and may rise that person to 
6 another level when elections would be held when the 
7 body met.  It was purely meant to fill some duties, so 
8 it would not be onerous to one or more individuals.  
9 Dr. Kolling, does that answer your question?  

10          DR. KOLLING:  Yes.  
11          DR. PETERS:  Thank you.
12          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you, 
13 President Peters.  
14          You have before you a primary amendment.  
15          Microphone one.  
16          DR. LOGAN:  So my question is then is this 
17 appointee or whatever it may be going to have a vote 
18 on the Board of Trustees?  
19          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  I will answer through the 
20 chair as you asked me that question.  The answer is 
21 no.  
22          DR. LOGAN:  That's not what it says here, 
23 Serve as a voting member of the Board of Trustees, 
24 "e".  Maybe I'm misreading it.  
25          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Yeah, that's the duties of 
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1 the president as to what you're referring down to.  
2 That does not speak to the speaker role.  
3          Is there further discussion on the amendment 
4 before you?  
5          Microphone one.  
6          DR. RUPPRECHT:   Just a question.  If the 
7 individual then nominated or the individual is 
8 nominated, they are not going to be the speaker of the 
9 house, but they are going to be representing the House 

10 in terms of what they are doing, is that correct or 
11 not?  
12          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Point of information, 
13 Dr. Peters.  
14          DR. PETERS:  So, currently all 15 members of 
15 your Board of Trustees represent every member of this 
16 House of Delegates, not just the speaker of the house.  
17 So, the duties that you see further on that are 
18 clarified are the duties of the president.  We did not 
19 change the duties of the speaker.  
20          Likewise, if the president elected to 
21 continue in the duties of the speaker, that individual 
22 does not now have two votes at the Board of Trustees 
23 meeting.  
24          DR. RUPPRECHT:  Thank you for the 
25 clarification.  
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1 Resolution 04, I think you referred to it once it 
2 passed as Resolution 04 RC.  Shouldn't it be S1?  
3          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  It was 04 RC and it was as 
4 substituted so I kept it with the same RC, not S1. 
5 The S1 was the amendment.  It came back to me as 
6 04 RC.  
7          DR. BENIVEGNA:  I thought it was just 
8 Resolution 04.  
9          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Do you need his name?  

10          THE REPORTER:  I know it.  
11          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  I was debating if I wanted 
12 to have him come back up, but I don't think I will.  
13          THE REPORTER:  No.  
14          DR. SARAZIN:  I wanted to thank the rest of 
15 my committee for their diligent work and expedience as 
16 well.  So thank you.  
17          (Applause.) 
18          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Microphone one.  
19          DR. WERSCHKY:  Werschky, Genesee District.  
20          Was this an oversight in the Consent 
21 Calendar?  You didn't move to resolve Resolution 06.  
22          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  That was moved.  
23          DR. WERSCHKY:  Was it?  You skipped over it.  
24 You went 03, 05, 08, 09, 10.  Just for clarification.  
25          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Okay.  No, the editorial 
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1          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Thank you.  
2          We are back with our primary amendment.  Is 
3 there any further discussion?  Seeing none, you are 
4 ready to vote.  
5          All of those in favor of amending, please 
6 raise your voting cards.  Cards down.  All of those 
7 opposed to amending, please raise your cards.  Cards 
8 down.  
9          The vote is in the negative.  You have not 

10 amended.  
11          We are back to the main motion.  
12          Is there any further discussion?  Seeing 
13 none, you are ready to vote.  This vote is a 
14 two-thirds vote and we will take it with the cards as 
15 well.  
16          All of those in favor of Resolution 07 RC, 
17 please raise your voting cards.  Thank you.  Cards 
18 down.  All of those opposed to Resolution 07 RC, 
19 please raise your voting cards.  Thank you.  Cards 
20 down.  
21          The vote is in the affirmative.  The motion 
22 carries, and you have adopted Resolution 07 RC.  
23          Microphone one.  
24          DR. BENIVEGNA:  I know it's unusual.  Just a 
25 point of clarification.  The previous resolution, 
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1 changes were in regards to the Bylaws.  It was 
2 projected on the screen, and so as the Consent 
3 Calendar, that was what was approved through.  We had 
4 it projected on the screen as well.  No member 
5 extracted Resolution 06 as you had in front of you or 
6 projected on the screen at that time.  
7          At this time, Dr. Peters will be here to 
8 present for the recognition of retiring officers and 
9 trustees.  

10          DR. PETERS:  Thank you, Dr. Christy.  
11          Though not able to be with us this afternoon, 
12 Dr. Steve Conlon served as our editor for the past 
13 three years, from 2016 to 2019.  He had a family 
14 situation which required his return home.  
15          So, House, please join me in thanking him 
16 with a round of applause that I will carry back to him 
17 when I present him with his gift in Grand Rapids.  
18          (Applause.) 
19          DR. PETERS:  Would Dr. Curles Colbert please 
20 approach the podium?  
21          Dr. Colbert served as trustee for the past 
22 eight years, from 2011 to 2019.  
23          It is with pleasure and appreciation that I 
24 present this recognition on behalf of the Association 
25 for your service.  Thank you, Dr. Colbert.  
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1          (Applause.)  
2          DR. COLBERT:  Thank you members of the House 
3 for allowing me to serve as your trustee for the past 
4 eight years.  I've enjoyed this opportunity very much.  
5 I will continue to serve the MDA in any way that I can 
6 going forward.  Thank you very much.  
7          (Applause.) 
8          DR. PETERS:  While continuing on in another 
9 role, we'd like to take this opportunity to recognize 

10 Dr. Stephen Meraw.  Would you please approach the 
11 podium?  
12          You elected Dr. Meraw as your President-Elect 
13 on Thursday, but he has served as a trustee for a 
14 total of four years, from 2015 to 2019.  
15          It is with pleasure and appreciation that I 
16 present to you recognition on behalf of your service 
17 as our trustee.  
18          (Applause.)  
19          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  The agenda at this time 
20 calls for new business.  New business may only be 
21 introduced with unanimous consent of the House.  
22          Is there any new business for the House?  
23 Seeing none, we will move forward.  
24          We will now have the installation of officers 
25 and new trustees.  
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1          Please say --  
2          (All responded, "I so pledge.")  
3          DR. PETERS:  Wonderful!  You may be seated.  
4 Your new trustees and officers.  
5          (Applause.)
6          DR. PETERS:  It is now my pleasure to 
7 introduce to you your new MDA president, and I'm 
8 extremely emotional because I've known this young lady 
9 a long time, and it is my honor to welcome up here to 

10 present in front of you my friend, your new president, 
11 Dr. Margaret Gingrich.  
12          (Applause.)  
13          DR. GINGRICH:  Good afternoon distinguished 
14 colleagues, delegates and staff.  
15          I stand before you excited and impassioned to 
16 serve as your leader this next year.  I am looking 
17 forward to being your voice in this great state of 
18 Michigan and nationally.  
19          The MDA is one of the top dental associations 
20 in the ADA because of membership, advantages offered 
21 and the diversity of your leadership.  Working 
22 together, we will continue to enjoy the success.  
23          Our focus for this next year will continue to 
24 be our commitment to advocacy and to member value.  I 
25 have also added three personal priorities for my year 
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1          Dr. Peters, the podium is yours.  
2          DR. PETERS:  Will the elected officers and 
3 trustees please come to the podium or to the platform?  
4 Dr. Smiley.
5          After I give you your pledge, you can say, "I 
6 so do".  
7          The officers and trustees of your Association 
8 take the following pledge:  
9          "In recognition of the privileges and the 

10 responsibilities of serving as an officer and trustee 
11 of the Michigan Dental Association, I pledge:  
12          To discharge, to the best of my ability, my 
13 duties as described in the Bylaws of the Michigan 
14 Dental Association.  
15          To make decisions that are in the best 
16 interest of the public and the dental profession.  
17          To faithfully represent the dentists of the 
18 state of Michigan.  
19          To obey all state regulations pertaining to 
20 the practice of dentistry.  
21          To observe the standards of ethics of this 
22 Association.  
23          To be guided by the principles of conduct and 
24 leadership and the provisions of the organization and 
25 operating manual provided by the Board of Trustees."  
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1 as president.  First, focusing on our components; 
2 second, enriching our membership through diversity and 
3 inclusion, and third, building a more open and 
4 inclusive leadership through technology.  
5          Let's take the top priority.  We have 26 
6 components across our state.  Some have as few as 50 
7 members while others have over a thousand.  This all 
8 creates a unique challenge for each society.  
9          In the last year our leadership started a 

10 component work group to answer key questions such as, 
11 one, how do we ensure that every component has the 
12 volunteers it needs to function effectively.  Second, 
13 how do we ensure that every member can access the most 
14 important component advantages, and third, how do we 
15 get greater participation by all members.  
16          I believe that we need to explore every 
17 opportunity from greater MDA support to potential 
18 restructuring.  The goal is more participation 
19 throughout the component process, greater input and 
20 greater member satisfaction at the component level.  
21 The work group is already doing great work gathering 
22 information from across the country, and I am looking 
23 forward to this report in the future.  
24          Moving on to the second priority.  Our 
25 membership landscape is rapidly changing and becoming 
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1 more diverse in every way.  I recently had the 
2 opportunity to participate in the ADA/ASDA Lobby Day 
3 on the Hill in D.C.  The students I worked with showed 
4 our leadership how bright our MDA future could be.  
5 With that being said, we need to focus on diversity 
6 and inclusion to make sure these new members feel 
7 welcome and see our organized dentistry as relevant to 
8 them.  
9          We have made progress in terms of gender, 

10 race and ethnicity, and now we must focus more on 
11 diversity in practice.  Our trend in dentistry shows 
12 dental support organizations or DSOs and large group 
13 practices as our fastest growing group in dentistry.  
14 According to the Health Policy Institute at the ADA, 
15 it is estimated that over 50 percent of practicing 
16 dentists will be a multi-dental practices by 2050.  I 
17 believe we need research to find MDA membership 
18 advantages and volunteerism for our colleagues 
19 practicing in these environments.  
20          Another area of diversity we are noticing is 
21 age.  We have successfully focused on the new dentist. 
22 Now the time has come to focus on those at the other 
23 end of their career cycle.  Many of our colleagues are 
24 maturing and transitioning their practices to younger 
25 colleagues.  We need to find ways to keep these 
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1 As the MDA continues to evolve and grow, I suggest 
2 putting to good use of our technology resources will 
3 serve us all well.  
4          In conclusion, thank you again for your trust 
5 and confidence in me as your MDA president in your 
6 2020 year.  I look forward to meeting each and every 
7 one of you.  Like the race car in front of you, let us 
8 zoom forward for the Michigan Dental Association and 
9 work together for focusing on our components, 

10 enriching our membership through diversity and  
11 inclusion and building a more open and inclusive 
12 leadership through technology.  Thank you.  
13          (Standing ovation.)  
14          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  The next item on the agenda 
15 is unfinished business.  The only business that can be 
16 taken up here under this agenda item is business that 
17 has been postponed sometime during the meeting.  
18          Seeing none, you have no unfinished business.  
19          Before we adjourn, we have at least one 
20 individual who would like to make a short 
21 announcement.  If there's any others, go to a 
22 microphone.  
23          Microphone five.  
24          DR. SMILEY:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
25 Chris Smiley, editor of the Michigan Dental 
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1 doctors involved while recruiting their new partners 
2 and practice owners into our organization, and getting 
3 them involved in leadership and in mentorship.  When 
4 it comes to diversity the everyone in, everyone wins 
5 model is something we all need to strive for.  
6          My final priority relates to technology, 
7 specifically Zoom.  We will always need in-person 
8 meetings.  The House of Delegates is a perfect 
9 example.  But there are many times when technology can 

10 enable volunteerism.  We all have busy lives and 
11 family responsibilities that sometimes stop us from 
12 participating in these events and meetings.  This 
13 should not be a road block that prevents a member from 
14 volunteering.  When we offer the option to replace 
15 some of our in-person meetings with technology, we 
16 open the door for these members to volunteer and share 
17 their leadership and personal experience.  
18          In the last few years, the MDA has embraced 
19 the use of Zoom.  This technology allows us to 
20 participate from anywhere in the world at any time 
21 without all being in the same place.  Simply put, we 
22 need to work smarter, not harder.  We need to make it 
23 easier for all members to participate, and we need to 
24 be conscious of that ever changing landscape in our 
25 profession and meet those needs in a timely manner.  
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1 Association Journal.  
2          I wanted to take this point of personal 
3 privilege just briefly to thank so many of you.  We 
4 had reached out as a family, we were touched by 
5 leukemia and lymphoma with my wife, Dr. Colette 
6 Smiley, who was a trustee of the Michigan Dental 
7 Association, and I apologize for the intrusion that we 
8 had done as far as the fundraising that we were doing 
9 for LLS, but we have been just absolutely overwhelmed 

10 by the generosity and support by all of our friends 
11 and colleagues and so many of you here in the House.  
12 So, I want to thank you on behalf of our family and of 
13 all those who are afflicted by leukemia and lymphoma 
14 for the support that you have shown.  Thank you.  
15          (Applause.)  
16          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  Once taken, the actions of 
17 this House of Delegates are no longer the opinions, 
18 wishes, suggestions or recommendation of any 
19 individual, committee or officer, but now the actions 
20 of the entire House of Delegates.  This House of 
21 Delegates is authorized under the Association Bylaws 
22 to act for the entire Association and thus, they are 
23 the actions of the entire Association.  It is 
24 incumbent on every member of this Association to 
25 accept the actions of this House of Delegates as the 
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1 actions of the Michigan Dental Association.  
2          Appreciation is extended to MDA Insurance and 
3 MDA Services for sponsoring a portion of today's 
4 meeting.  
5          There will be a meeting of the Board of 
6 Trustees in one-half hour in Rooms 258 and 259.  
7          Following the meeting, the MDA will e-mail 
8 the House survey, using Survey Monkey.  When you 
9 receive it, please take a moment to complete this 

10 survey.  The MDA is looking forward for your feedback 
11 and your guidance.  
12          Delegates, please leave your voting keypad at 
13 your seat.  The MDA will be charged $75 for each 
14 keypad that is damaged, lost or stolen.  Thank you.  
15          Are there any other announcements?  Leave 
16 them at your seat.  Thank you.  
17          Are there any other announcements?  
18          I would like to take this opportunity to 
19 thank the members of the House, our Board of Trustees 
20 and our Association staff for making this year's 
21 sessions so efficient, timely and productive.  
22          Microphone three.  
23          DR. GREWAL:  Anant Grewal, Oakland County.  
24          I move that the second meeting of the 2019 
25 House of Delegates meeting be adjourned.  
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1 STATE OF MICHIGAN)
                 ) ss

2 COUNTY OF EATON  )
3                I certify that this transcript, consisting of 
4 63 pages, is a complete, true, and correct record of the 
5 proceedings held in this matter on May 4, 2019.
6                I also certify that I am not a relative or 
7 employee of an attorney for a party or financially 
8 interested in the action.
9  

10 May 23, 2019
11
12  
13  

                        _______________________________
14                         Joan Farhat Byrnes, CSR-2062

                        Notary Public
15                         Eaton County, Michigan

                        My commission expires:  4-10-25.
16              
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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1          SPEAKER CHRISTY:  The 2020 House of Delegates 

2 meeting will be held on April 30th and May 2nd in 

3 Grand Rapids at the DeVos Place.  

4          The second session of the 2019 Michigan 

5 Dental Association House of Delegates is now 

6 adjourned.  

7          (Applause.)  

8          (Second session concluded at 2:39 p.m.)
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