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April 23, 2020 4 

 Zoom Videoconference 5 
 6 

OFFICERS TRUSTEES 
Dr. Margaret Gingrich, President  Dr. Vincent Benivegna  
Dr. Stephen Meraw, President-Elect  Dr. Jonathan Berns  
Dr. Debra Peters, Immediate Past President  Dr. Christopher Gorecki  
Dr. Christopher Smiley, Editor  Dr. Rhonda Hennessy  
Dr. Clayton Shunk, Secretary/Treasurer  Dr. Eric Knudsen  
Dr. Todd Christy, Speaker  Dr. Michael Maihofer  
Karen Burgess, MBA, CAE, CEO/Executive Director Dr. William Patchak  
  
LEGAL COUNSEL  ABSENT 
Dan Schulte  Dr. Lisa Knowles 
 Dr. Vincent Lizzio 

 7 
GUESTS 8 
Dr. Melanie Mayberry, Trustee Candidate 9 
Dr. Lauryne Vanderhoof, Trustee Candidate 10 
 11 
STAFF  12 
Jenny Armistead, MDA Director of Marketing and Communications  13 
David Foe, MDA Director of Print and e-Publications 14 
Angie Kanazeh, Director of Membership 15 
Michelle Nichols-Cruz, Governance Manager 16 
Bill Sullivan, JD, Vice President/Advocacy and Professional Relations 17 
Brian Stump, MBA, Director of Finance 18 
Andrea Sundermann, CAE, Director of Continuing Education  19 
Brandy Ryan, MBA, PHR, SHRMCP, Director of Human Resources 20 
Craig Start, MBA, LIC, MDAIFG President 21 
 22 
CALL TO ORDER 23 
The meeting was called to order by President Gingrich at 9:00 am. 24 
 25 
TASK FORCE ON REOPENING DENTAL OFFICES 26 
President Gingrich recently appointed a task force to develop a plan to help dentists restart 27 
their practices. According to the Committee Operating Manual, a defined scope and financial 28 
resources for a task force must be developed and approved by the Board. 29 
 30 
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The task force has met twice and has appointed subcommittees so that several areas can be 31 
worked on simultaneously. At its last meeting ADA staff and Dr. John Molinari attended to 32 
provide information on PPE and infection control. The task force hopes to have an easy to 33 
follow opening plan available by May 1 so that members can have a plan in place when they are 34 
able to fully open their practices. 35 
 36 
MDA conducted a return-to-practice survey of its members and approximately 1,700 have 37 
completed the survey to-date. It is clear that members are in agreement with MDA addressing 38 
this issue.  39 
 40 
The following was unanimously adopted as amended: 41 
 42 
1-42320   Resolved, that the MDA Board of Trustees approves the creation  Adopted 43 
 of a task force on reopening dental offices, and be it further As Amended 44 
 45 

Resolved, that the goal of the task force is to develop a plan to help 46 
dentists restart their practices and ensure that every visit to the 47 
dental office is safe as possible for the community, patients, dentists 48 
and the dental team, and that plan may be used to educate the public 49 
and advocate to decision-makers that the practice of dentistry is as 50 
safe as possible, to once again see patients on a regular basis. 51 

 52 
EXECUTIVE ORDER 2020-17 53 
Governor Whitmer issued Executive Order (EO) 2020-17 on March 20.  This is the EO that 54 
restricts health providers to performing only essential/emergency services.  This EO has an end 55 
date that is linked to the state of emergency declaration. In other words, EO 2020-17 stays in 56 
effect until the emergency declaration is ended. 57 
 58 
The emergency declaration serves many purposes, one of which is to draw money from the 59 
federal government. As a result, the emergency declaration could stay in place a long time. This 60 
then makes EO 2020-17 persist with no end date in sight. 61 
 62 
The Governor has specific end dates for other orders and the MDA is not clear how those dates 63 
were determined. It is expected that she will extend the stay at home order for a short period 64 
of time and plans to make the announcement on April 24.  65 
 66 
At this time, the MDA does not have a specific date when dentists should be able to fully open 67 
their practices, but believes that discussions should be held with other health provider groups 68 
to gain information and perspective. 69 
 70 
MDA is aware that the American Dental Hygienist Association is petitioning for the continuation 71 
of postponement of elective and non-urgent dental visits due to concerns for proper PPE and to 72 
make sure that the office is able to practice safely for the dentists, dental team and public. As 73 
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the MDA agrees about the importance of safety, the MDA will reach out to the Michigan Dental 74 
Hygienists Association. 75 
 76 
The Board agreed that the resolution should amended to state that “dentistry be decoupled to 77 
ensure that dentistry is not lumped in with all other health care organizations. The Board can 78 
discuss a possible end date of the order once the task force has completed its work. 79 
 80 
The following was unanimously adopted as amended: 81 
 82 
2-42320  Resolved, that the MDA supports decoupling dentistry in Adopted 83 
 Executive Order 2020-17 from the emergency declaration  84 
 and adding a date specific for the end date. 85 
 86 
OPEN DISCUSSION 87 
Election Commission: Dr. Todd Christy informed the Board that the Election Commission was 88 
informed that Dr. Charles Burling has decided not to self-nominate from the floor for a one-89 
year trustee position.  Dr Peters indicated that she will reach out to the Nominating Committee 90 
to encourage potential candidates to step forward. The House of Delegates will be informed. 91 
 92 
Code of Ethics: Dr. Debra Peters commented about the MDA’s responsibility in making sure that 93 
its members are reminded to follow the Code of Ethics and practice ethically. The ADA has a 94 
reminder on its web site about following the Code of Ethics and to practice ethically that 95 
includes practicing safely. The Board was informed that the CPRV/E is in the process of 96 
developing an article in this regard for the e-News and/or Journal. A request was made that the 97 
article include providing a safe workplace as well as a reference to ensuring that appropriate 98 
safety measures must be in place before reopening to routine practice. 99 
 100 
Opening Dental Practices: Dr. Vincent Benivegna informed the Board that the Arizona Governor 101 
is allowing dentists to resume elective treatment on May 1 as long as they can demonstrate 102 
greater than a 14-day supply of PPE, ensure adequate staffing, test patients prior to surgery and 103 
all at-risk health care workers, implement a universal symptom screening process for staff, 104 
patients and visitors, establish an enhanced cleaning process for waiting areas and prioritizing 105 
the restart of elective surgeries based on urgency. The Arizona State Board is requesting 106 
clarification from the Governor as these requirements are vague.  107 
 108 
Staffing 109 
Ms. Burgess informed the Board that Don Winn has been hired as the new CFO for the MDA 110 
and will begin on May 4.  111 
 112 
EIDL Loan 113 
Ms. Burgess informed the Board that MDA and MDAIFG have each received the $10,000 EIDL 114 
loan. The Foundation has applied but will receive less as it is $1,000 per employee not to 115 
exceed $10,000.  116 
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 117 
Dr. Margaret Gingrich stated that she has heard from some members that they have received 118 
the EIDL loan or have received confirmation that they will be receiving the loan. An action alert 119 
was sent to encourage the government to provide additional funding. Many members will want 120 
to know how these funds should be used and how the process will work so they can avoid any 121 
issues with the IRS.  122 
 123 
PPP Loan  124 
Ms. Burgess noted that an article in the New York Times stated that many banks are prioritizing 125 
service to large well connected organizations eligible for the PPP. There is concern that dentists 126 
are not receiving any consideration for these loans and would be interested in knowing if any 127 
dentists have received this loan. MDA continues to advocate for the inclusion of 501c (6) 128 
organizations for the PPP loan.  129 
 130 
Webinar 131 
As there is much false information being reported, a suggestion was made that the MDA 132 
consider holding a webinar with Dr. John Molinari to discuss the virus and how it spreads. Dr. 133 
Marie Fluent did a webinar recently on infection control and is a member of the task force.  134 
 135 
Dr. Molinari had informed the task force that he believes more information will be available in 136 
the next 3-6 months as the virus is currently in the red zone. In the next 6-12 months the virus 137 
should be in the yellow zone with treatments, vaccinations and test kits. It will be 12-18 months 138 
before dentistry will be able to practice with PPE and infection control as in the past. Dr. 139 
Molinari is not an advocate for testing at this time due to the validity of the tests available. 140 
There is no known case of the virus being transmitted through a dental office. 141 
 142 
NEW BUSINESS 143 
There was no new business. 144 
 145 
ADJOURNMENT: The meeting was adjourned by President Gingrich at 9:48 am. 146 
 147 
 148 
 149 
Margaret Gingrich, DDS Clayton Shunk, DDS  150 
President Secretary/Treasurer 151 

152 
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